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Zaire 


* Cooperation Issues Delay Eysken’s Planned Trip 


90EF0253A Brussels LE SOIR in French 
4 Jan 90 p 4 


[Article signed C.B.: “Mr. Eyskens Postpones His Trip to 
Zaire”’} 


[Text] According to some negotiators, this basic text was 
rather confused, mixing points of detail and questions of 
principle. After several days of discussions, an agree- 
ment proved impossible. Actually, the confusion of the 
Zairiaa text was compounded by contradictions on the 
Belgian side: some, on the cooperation side, believed 
that a complete and satisfactory framework agreement 
had to be renegotiated, even if it were to take more time 
than expected: others, fearing that a framework agree- 
ment might be thrown back into question in its entirety, 
would have preferred a more flexible and more rapid 
solution, i.e., a series of separate agreements that could 
be modified or adapted in case of a dispute. 


Actually, our cooperation with Zaire has several facets, 
which the Zairian delegation wished to reexamine: aid to 
development proper, but also the position of Sabena, 
military cooperation and the use of the bilateral cooper- 
ation fund, i.e., the fund in local currency designed to 
“reuse” part of the interest on the Zairian debt to 
Belgium. 


At the request of the SP [Socialist Party] the Belgian side 
also insisted on the introduction of a clause providing for 
the respect of human rights, but all agreed that this point 
was not much of a problem, as it referred to Article 5 of 
the Lome agreements, in which the European Commu- 
nity and its partners in Africa, the Caribbean and the 
Pacific area also expressed their concern about the 
respect of human rights. 


Difficult Joint Management 


As far as the bilateral cooperation fund is concerned, the 
conditions of application of the fund were hardly dis- 
cussed, although it amounts to 500 million Belgian 
francs for 1990. In fact, the existence of the fund is the 
source of many difficulties. First, it appears that, six 
months after the Rabat agreement, the Belgians still have 
no clear idea of how the fund is to be managed and used, 
but have asked their partners questions concerning the 
profitability and social impact of some projects. 
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Add to this the Zairian desire for joint management. As 
is known, in Rwanda and, to a lesser extent, in Burundi, 
Belgium has decided to associate country representatives 
to the management of its cooperation project [as pub- 
lished]. Carefully prepared, joint management seems to 
be off to a good start in Rwanda, to general satisfaction. 
Obviously, the Zairians would like the same principle to 
be applied to them, but the Belgians hesitate: first, they 
wish to draw the lessons of the Rwandan experiment; 
then, they also wonder whether, in the case of Zaire, they 
are not better off if they retain control of the operations. 
But then, two problems arise: first, it is not certain at all 
that the Belgian administration in charge of cooperation 
for development, which is tragically inefficient, is in a 
position to perform the desired checks; and the Belgian 
cooperation department in Kinshasa is also rather 
unprepared for the task, as it does not even have an 
officially appointed department head. Besides, the Zair- 
ians are increasingly relying on the World Bank to 
coordinate their projects. Rather than the Belgians, 
French, or Americans, it is World Bank men, supported 
by the IMF and the creditors’ club, who are the bosses in 
Kinshasa. And they care little for the specificity and 
traditions of Belgian cooperation. 


As is known, the bilateral cooperation fund—which 
obliges Zairian authorities to find local currency to pay 
part of the interest on their debt, so it can be used to fund 
cooperation projects—is not very popular with the 
guardians of monetary orthodoxy: in fact, the bilateral 
fund entails the risk of printing more money, generating 
inflation. Not to mention the fact that, whereas, our 
cooperation projects are funded in local currency on 
location, in Brussels the Ducroire [credit guarantee 
office], which gave its guarantee to lenders, gets reim- 
bursed out of the cooperation budget. A three-way oper- 
ation on which proponents of orthodoxy also frown... 


As can be seen, the complexity of the problems raised 
would alone account for the “technical” delay in the 
signature of a framework agreement, and justify the 
postponement of Mr. Eyskens’ trip. But in addition there 
are also probably more political questions: in spite of 
reconciliation, in spite of the spirit of Dakar and the 
spirit of Rabat, confidence between the two partners has 
certainly been eroded by last year’s crisis, and AZAP 
[Zairian Press Agency], as always well inspired, did not 
hesitate to recount vague rumors of an anti-Mobutu plot, 
said to have been hatched in Antwerp, precisely on the 
eve of the first round of the negotiations; this obviously 
did not assuage concerns. 
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Angola 


* New Bilateral Ties With South Africa Envisioned 


90EF0258A Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 
2 Feb 90 p2 


[Text] Pedro de Castro Van-Dunem Loy, Angolan min- 
ister of external relations, was in Windhoek on 28 
January, where he met with his South African counter- 
part, Roelof “Pik” Botha. ‘“‘We discussed the agreements 
signed regarding peace in the region, and the viability of 
an increase in bilateral relations,” Loy said at the end of 
the meeting, termed “positive” by both parties. 


The Angolan minister brought to the discussion table the 
issues of the suspension of the Cuban withdrawal, the 
guarantee of Pretoria neutrality in the conflicts between 
FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] and UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola], and the need to fulfill United 
Nations Resolution 435 on the independence of 
Namibia. 


The meeting took place days after Cuba announced that 
it was suspending withdrawal of its troops from Angolan 
territory following a UNITA attack on 21 January that 
killed four Cubans. The soldiers were stationed north of 
the 13th parallel, according to Pericles Gomes, com- 
mander of the UN mission that is in Angola to verify 
compliance with the New York accords. Loy termed the 
attack “‘a clear violation of one of the clauses of the 
Geneva protocol.” 


Angola and South Africa have strengthened their com- 
mercial cooperation. The negotiations concerning the 
possibility that South African Airways (SAA) may make 
a stopover in Luanda are perhaps one of the most 
important aspects of this new phase in bilateral relations. 
SAA hopes to reopen a route to the United States and has 
proposed making a refueling stop in Luanda. In return, 
SAA would supply spare parts for the Angolan airline 
fleet (TAAG). Last week, technical personnel from the 
two countries met in Johannesburg to work out the 
details and all indications are that this cooperation will 
pan out. 


Furthermore, the South African multinational firm of 
De Beers will invest $50 million in exploring for dia- 
monds in Angola. 


Portugal Also on the Route 


Almost at the same time as Savimbi was arriving for a 
private visit to Portugal, Colonel Antonio Kassoma, 
Angolan deputy minister of defense, disembarked at the 
Lisbon airport for a one-week official visit at the invita- 
tion of Portuguese Minister of Defense Carlos Brito. 


Kassoma met Tuesday with Armed Forces chief of staff 
Soares Carneiro, with whom he discussed aspects of the 
military cooperation between the two countries. 
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That same day, the archbishop of Luanda, Cardinal 
Alexandre do Nascimento, was received at Belem Palace 
by the president of Portugal. The cardinal, who was 
kidnapped by UNITA when he was archbishop of 
Lubango, discussed the Angolan situation with Mario 
Soares. 


* Savimbi’s Visit to Portugal Assessed 


90EF0257A Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 2 Feb 90 pp 45-48 


{Commentary by Antunes Ferreira] 


[Text] From the outset, Jonas Malheiro Savimbi’s trip to 
Portugal was seen from various angles as being an 
awkward equation with several unknowns, all of them 
difficult to solve. 


Enough has already been said about the mishaps that 
occurred during the preparation for this event between 
the time, not so long ago actually—and history today 
moves so fast that what were once centuries are now only 
months, days—when the government of Anibal Cavaco 
Silva declared that 1t would never permit any visit by the 
Angolan rebel, and the meeting at Rua Sao Caetano a 
Lapa. 


Savimbi told me last August at his Jamba residence— 
half-fort, half cave—that he would be coming to Portugal! 
and that the next time he attempted to visit he would 
really follow through with the plan. Well, there he was, 
defending his well-known views and playing skillfully— 
as he obviously knows how to do—with the Portuguese 
officials so that through them, he might possibly be able 
to send some messages to Luanda. 


There are those who emphasize the tendency of the 
UNITA [Nationa! Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] leader to say “‘yes” and follow it shortly after 
with a “no,” taking refuge in the meantime in an elastic 
“‘maybe” that can be just as close to the first declaration 
as to the second, depeiiding on the needs, the occasion, 
the tactic, and the strategy adopted—in short, on what 
suits him. 


In support of such statements people cite what has 
several times been referred to as his “opportunistic 
mimicry,” demonstrated at the pre-Alvor rallies where, 
in the presence of both blacks and whites, he would say 
one thing in Portuguese for white consumption and later 
something else, quite different, in his native language— 
to the delight of the blacks. 


In reality, Jonas Savimbi knew perfectly well what he 
wanted to achieve by this visit to our country, where he 
once lived during his student days and visited years later 
28 a participant in the Alvor Accords. He knew then— 
and knows now—that he has to get his message across to 
the Portuguese. Many in his audience are former resi- 
dents of Angola, whom the whims of fortune and the 
tortuous process of decolonization have transformed 
into resentful and rootless citizens. 
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For those people in particular, the language of the 
UNITA president would have to be not only a language 
of peace but—especially—of hope. The possibilities for a 
speedy mass return of Portuguese to Angola is, obvi- 
ously, an issue to be raised separately. But it is appar- 
ently no longer a journey to be made by only a se!ect few. 
All it would require would be for Angola to agree to or 
request it. It would also require another condi..on that 
would greatly help the Angolan authorities to guarantee 
the safety—even if minimally—of whoever goes down 
there. Peace would be the icing on the cake. 


When Savimbi, having overcome the aforementioned 
difficulties, was getting ready for the visit to Portugal, 
FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] launched one of its biggest—if not the biggest 
ever—offensives against Mavinga which, as we all know, 
serves as the emblem and benchmark as regards UNITA- 
controlled territory. A high-level officer told me in 
Jamba that Mavinga is a symbol, the symbol of the 
resistance, and that if MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] were fo take that martyred town 
some day it would be desiroving one of the rebels’ 
“magic charms.”’ In other words, so be it. 


So Luanda was giving blacant proof that it wanted, at all 
costs, to prevent the UNITA leader’s trip to Portugal. 
The price would be extremely high, measured in the lives 
that would be lost in yet another of these military 
confrontations that have already proven to be merciless. 
But ‘f the objective was to pin Savimbi to the ground, 
force him to deviate from his goal of reaching Lisbon, 
then it would almost be regarded as a success for the 
Marxist-Leninists. 


We say “almost,” since the trip would be merely post- 
poned. The rains, natural allies of the guerrillas, would 
produce enough mud to stop the Soviet armored units 
that are participating in the operations. The offensive 
would end. It was said that Moscow would also intercede 
in that regard, so as to preserve the possibility that the 
pacification process might go forward. Days after he was 
initially scheduled to arrive, Savimbi disembarked at 
Portela. 


It was, as he had taken care to point out, a “private 
visit,” one, however, that Jonas Savimbi would trans- 
form—and quickly .oo—into a major public event, given 
his movements and the importance UNITA was able to 
attribute to it. 


Confessing himself open to anything that might turn out 
to be coherent suggestions for achieving peace, he would 
begin, charmingly, by going to the Jeronimos monastery 
where he would lay a wreath of flowers on Camoes’ 
tomb. Such a gesture was bound to sit well with the 
Portuguese, and it did. 


Then, in a veritable whirl of activity, came the meeting 
with Mario Soares at Belem Palace. The president of 
Portugal wasn’t in the mood for subterfuge: he received 
Savimbi in the pink palace, allowed himself to be pho- 
tographed with the opposition leader, accepted from him 
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the basic request that he “‘do everything,” particularly by 
virtue of his international prestige, to promote an 
approximation between the parties to the conflict. And 
he is said to have given Savimbi some advice. 


An audience of an hour and a half would serve to clear 
up a Situation that initially had appeared to contain all 
sorts of stumbling blocks. A delegation from the Socialist 
Party that didn’t include its secretary general, Jurge 
Sampaio, would be the first to receive him at party 
headquarters. And then, a gathering that looked as if it 
was going to be somewhat “complicated.”’ Cavaco Silva, 
as president of the PSD [Social Democratic Party], 
would receive the African leader at Rua Sao Caetano a 
Lapa. 


Which means: The prime minister of Portugal ceased to 
be such for a short space of time in order to receive the 
Angolan rebel. Also metamorphosed was state secretary 
Durao Barroso, who attended the meeting as member of 
the PSD national political committee. The number two 
man at Palacio das Necessidades would depart after- 
wards for London, where he would brief his American 
counterpart Herman Cohen, as well as Venancio de 
Moura, on Savimbi’s intentions. 


Hiding in Plain Sight 


The Portuguese have a saying about the cat that hid with 
its tail sticking out. Well, receiving the head of UNITA 
was the diplomatic advisor...to the prime minister. How- 
ever, Martins da Cruz was there, officially, to assist the 
PSD president. A scene bordering on the inconceivable, 
one that could perfectly well have been avoided by 
Anibal Cavaco Silva. But it wasn’t. 


At any rate, and notwithstanding the quid pro quo, the 
meeting was a very important one for Savimbi. They 
talked a lot, which contrasted with what he had been told 
previously about Cavaco, “that he didn’t talk much.” 
Once more there was a message to be conveyed. UNITA, 
through the voice of its leader, desired the potential 
intervention of the Portuguese to help to still the voice of 
the guns. Cavaco Silva, who had carried a message from 
Luanda to Bush, might pass along to that same Luanda 
the concessions that Savimbi said he was willing to 
accept, such as the integration of the members of the 
UNITA and MPLA military. 


Then there would be meetings with the Cardinal- 
Patriarch, with the CDS [United Democratic Coalition], 
with the UGT [General Workers Union], with the CCP 
[Portuguese Trade Federation], a trip to Parliament, and 
an apparently pleasant lunch at the American Club 
during which he would display his now-familiar talents 
as a communicator. By Tuesday, all the members of 
UNITA whom we were able to contact considered the 
visit a success. Savimbi himself would acknowledge this 
at the Sheraton, before a standing-room-only gathering 
presided over by Edward Kane, who did everything but 
offer him a necktie—since the rebel leader doesn’t usu- 
ally wear one. Even Mexican president Carlos de Salinas 
wanted to talk with him, and would do so. 
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However, into all this rosy scenario, laden with satisfac- 
tion, something would drop like a bombshell—the 
announcement that the deterioration of the military 
situation in Angola would cause Savimbi to break off his 
visit. Things would rapidly swing from the “positive 
reading” being given, to the “negative” side. As Savimbi 
himself put it, MPLA was reacting « rongly to his travels, 
by sending 14 MIG-23 aircraft into the zone between 
Cuito and Mavinga. Although the UNITA forces were 
chalking up “some successes’ —and he cited the 
downing of two planes and a helicopter—it was neces- 
sary to respond to the attack. So his presence was 
important, even essential. Coimbra, Porto, and Madeira 
would have to wait. 


Luanda had won another round. Savimbi, although he 
argued that losing the battle didn’! mean losing the war, 
must have received in Lisbon, somewhat unexpectedly, 
some fairly discouraging reports on the progress of the 
fighting, so bad that it might even lead to the fal! of 
Mavinga. Or maybe that wasn’t the case. Was the state- 
ment he made following his meeting with Cardinal 
Antonio Ribeiro that now he could depart in peace 
perhaps nothing more than a day’s “advance notice” of 
what would actually come to pass? 


Pursuing this line of reasoning a bit further, one might 
even believe that the situation was already bad when the 
mission began its trip, and so Savimbi knew ahead of 
time that he would be leaving Portugal sooner than 
planned—but only after having achieved the objectives 
he had in mind. 


What one cannot ignore, however, is that any “private 
visit” during which the leader of the Angolan rebels 
meets with the president of Portugal, the chief of the 
Executive Branch, the patriarch of the Portuguese 
church, with Parliament, and with military officers, 
politicians, entrepreneurs, businessmen, and labor union 
members—is a success. 


One might ask oneself, with some irony, what would 
have happeried if it had been an “official visit’? Few 
chiefs of state would disdain as the net result of a trip to 
Portugal the outcome that Savimbi can boast and which 
almost leads us to say that it was a private...State visit. 


‘Private’ Visit? 


To draw a comparison without deprecating any of the 
parties, the fact is that the working visit by Carlos 
Salinas, president of Mexico was—just between us— 
given much less attention than Savimbi's, with which it 
coincided. The media itself reflected this unique circum- 
stance. It will be said that Angola is emotionally much 
closer to the Portuguese than Mexico is. While true, this 
is not, however, sufficient reason. 


Besides, even the preparation of the visit demonstrated 
early on that nothing would be left to chance. Lisbon 
would awake one morning to find that a profusion of 
posters had been distributed virtually overnight, some- 
thing that has practically never happened with any 
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previous official visit—and to such an extent that many 
good people may well have been prompted to ask where 
the funds came from. 


At the American Club, Savimbi, who appeared to be in a 
good frame of mind and in enviable form, would 
acknowledge that UNITA controls some of Angola's 
diamonds. It was also said, in whispers, that ivory is 
another of the opposition movement's sources of 
income. Adding it all up could give you the end result. 
But then we shouldn't minimize the effect of the enthu- 
siastic support from the Portuguese Forum for Peace and 
Democracy in Angola, whose members include some 
prosperous people who apparently saw to it that nothing 
was lacking during the UNITA leader's stay. 


One might also ask if Savimbi, at that point, was already 
aware of the renewed attacks by FAPLA. If so, he 
disguised it pretty well in public, since apparently no one 
was aware of his concerns. The tone he took in his speech 
was, as usual, easy and seemingly light, not evidencing 
any great care in preparation and virtually, as always, 
improvised or at least made without any (written) draft. 
From having heard him speak before, I can only say that 
this is the way he normally does it, resorting only to a few 
notes produced quickly just moments ahead of time. 


From that speech, truly a summary of the visit, one 
might, however, infer that Savimbi was giving a report 
and an account of his triumphal visit. There's no need to 
be reluctant to use that adjective since, as we tried to 
show earlier, it really was a success. 


Now here we come back to—or continue with—the 
question that has been bothering us: If the speech at the 
American Club can be—could be—interpreted that way, 
inen it was because Jonas Malheiro Savimbi knew ‘hat 
everything had been accomplished and that hours later 
he would return to Africa so that he could, back in the 
field, personally direct the absolutely vital reaction to the 
attack by Luanda’s troops. From his bearing, his asides, 
and his relaxed manner, one would conclude that he 
wasn't considering interrupting his visit. From his 
speech one might gather—the opposite. 


We are faced, to some extent, with the dilemma that, 
jokingly but meaningfully, he specifically mentioned at 
the Americar: Club lunch in referring to investors that 
are now setting up shop in Angola “with risks,” as he 
would stress repeatedly. “I would like to be abie to bid 
them welcome. I even think that, on some not- 
too-~listant day and in some capacity, I will be able to bid 
them welcome in Luanda. Now I can only wish them 
‘bon voyage...."” 


Or again, when he specifically said that as the Angolans 
are perfectly capable of practicing democracy, the 
holding of elections was a precondition, as a way of 
making a basic choice, adding: “And what about the 
results? I'd have to say that if MPLA doesn’t win the 
elections after 15 years in power, it will be a dramatic 
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event. But I must also say that if I were to come here and 
tell you that UNITA would lose the elections—I'd be 


lying!!!” 


This is Savimbi’s style, a style which is at once direct and 
incisive, sinuous and African. Mainly African. “The 
chief is the only one who can make the rain stop,” he 
would say to the journalists when he told them he 
absolutely had to depart for Angola to take command in 
the field and, once again, over his soldiers They were 
facing an offensive that he claimed had intensified, but 
about which observers in Luanda expressed doubts, and 
even said wasn’t that serious. 


The Lines of Force 


And here we come to another question, which is con- 
nected not only with the style and quality of the speech 
but primarily with the pattern of its lines of force. 
Savimbi came to Lisbon to reassert several issues that far 
from being unheard-of are, on the contrary, the leitmotif 
for most of his recent public statements. 


He enthusiastically advocated pluralist and multiparty 
Gemocracy, while mounting here the simultaneous 
defense that one-party systems came to Africa by virtue 
of the fact that the countries of the East—until now, 
totalitarian regimes—were the ones that most assisted 
the struggles for independence on that continent. “Plu- 
ralist democracy is perfectly possible in Africa. Look 
what happened in Namibia, which held free and fair 
elections and will have a democratic constitution. If 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
should want some years hence to change the situation, it 
won't even be SWAPO's fault, but the fault of the 
opposition, which didn’t know how to play its role.” 


Then he went on to say that “the Angolan people are 
ready for elections right away, today!” Provided that we, 
the politicians, accept and agree that the weapons must 
be laid down first. Then we can move ahead with 
elections....But we can’t call for an immediate cessation 
of U.S. aid to UNITA, not while the Soviet Union 
continues to send millions in armaments to Luanda.“ 


And confirming: “You can't ask the Americans to 
disarm immediately and let the Soviet tanks defeat 
UNITA. It’s not reasonable, it’s not fair!” 


In his opinion, agriculture will remain the foundation of 
the Angolan economy, although “everyone says that we 
have a very wealthy country.” But he emphasizes that 
“we have to feed the people; they can’t go on suffering as 
they have been. Supplies of corn, manioc, edible oils—all 
those things—must always be assured.” “Diamonds, 
petroleum, iron, and cobalt are important, but agricul- 
ture is basic.” 


Here, too, we see the typically African feeling, the mistrust 
of all those things that constitute technology, sophistication, 
things that the whites brought to Africa, breaking ur the 
rhythm of African life, infecting their blood. 
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And here, also, the dominant theme of “negritude” of 
which Savimbi has been a staunch defender, and is still 
so heavily supported by Leopold Senghor. That doesn’t 
keep Savimbi from advocating, as he did this time in 
Lisbon, the theory of one Angola for all, regardless of the 
color of their skin and the accompanying burning 
desires. His dissidents say, however—UNITA has dissi- 
dents too, committed men who have just published and 
distributed an “open letter” that appears elsewhere on 
this page—that at the very beginning, he used it to 
advocate a black Angola. And, according to some of his 
contemporaries, he once said as much in Lisbon, and 
later in Switzerland. 


And so that’s where we stand, in this somewhat clumsy 
attempt to sketch, within the visit of the president of 
UNITA, a portrait of that leader, the ideas he holds, the 
successes he achieved in Lisbon, the road he has trav- 
eled, the contradictions he presents, and the positive 
things he represents. 


A Politician 


One can't deny that Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi has the 
stature of a politician, the skill—and the abilities—of a 
politician, the vision of a politician. Nor can you deny 
him courage and boldness, straightforwardness, or spon- 
taneity. You have to applaud his plans for a democratic, 
open, and progressive Angola where the dialogue (?) of 
guns is replaced by the dialogue of men. And then you 
also have to applaud his statements about a multiparty 
state, about pluralism, freedom, elections, democracy. 


It’s a long way, however, from words to deeds. You can’t 
ask someone to supply proof of his intentions, you can 
only hope that when their declared intentions are put 
into practice, it is done by people who are consistent and 
do what they promised. That is the fundamental yard- 
stick by which a man, especially a politician, is judged. 
That's why we wish the UNITA leader the measure of 
success necessary so that he may carry out a program 
that he has announced and propagandized effectively— 
and that, at times, seems to be just too good to be true. 


Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, son of an employee of the 
Benguela railroad—whose lands he intends should 
remain neutral territory—of Prowstant upbringing but 
who believes in the power of the Angolan Catholic 
Church—now meets with -‘ie Cardinal-Patriarch of Lis- 
bon, tellingly at a time when Angolan Cardinal Alex- 
andre Nascimento—a revolutionary of Maoist origins 
and backing but a believer in democracy—was also here, 
is truly a controversial figure. 


He himself acknowledges this: “I am the controversial 
one. If I survive, if I survive all this, then whatever my 
position, the Angolan people will be able to say about 
this controversial man, in elections: “let him in—or keep 
him ov!" 
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* UNITA General Defects; Luanda Without Power 


WOEF0258C Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 6 Feb 90 p 12 


[Text] General Demostenes Amos Chilingutila, former 
Armed Forces chief of staff of UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] (FALA [Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola]), has deserted to 
Botswana, accompanied by 100 soldiers, a FAPLA [Pec- 
ple’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] source 
in Luanda told the Lusa press agency yesterday. 


According to that source, who cited information from 
Gaborone, the former UNITA military leader had advo- 
cated a rapid transfer of the rebel movement's bases 
from southern to northern Angola because of the polit- 
ical changes that have taken place in southern Africa, 
especially the future independence of Namibia. 


Chilingutila’s fears were confirmed but, apparently, the 
UNITA ieadership opposed this strategy and had 
replaced him with Gen Antonio Arlindo Pena “Ben- 
Ben.” 


Both Generals Chilingutila and Arlindo Pena had been 
members of the Portuguese colonial army and won their 
officers’ commissions while serving in it. 


It was also reported, by Angop, that Angolan Minister of 
Defense Pedi'o Tonha “Pedale” said in Cuito-Cuanavale 
that FAPLA will continue its combat operations “until 
UNITA lays down its arms.” 


“When the war and the activities of the UNITA bandits 
come to an end, we will find a way to overcome all the 
difficulties that the people here in Cuito-Cuanavale and 
in other parts of the country are experiencing,” the 
minister emphasized. 


Luanda Without Power 


The city of Luanda has been without electricity since 
0315 yesterday morning, and it is suspected that the 
high-tension wires that supply the Angolan capital have 
been sabotaged by UNITA rebels. Armed groups of 
UNITA guerrillas often cut tiie power lines in the Zenza 
region of tombe, 100 km from Luanda. 


EDEL, the Luanda power company, reports that the 
specific reasons for the power failure are still unknown, 
but another source says that it was the result of sabotage 
against the pylons supporting the power lines that bring 
electricity to the capital city. A team has already been 
assigned to locate the exact site of the attack and make 
repairs. 


The last act of sabotage by UNITA agains* the power 
pylons took place in June of last year, a few days before 
the signing of a cease-fire between the Angolan Govern- 
ment and the armed opposition, at Gbadolite (Zaire). 
That incident left the capital without lights for more than 
eight consecutive days. 


FBIS-AFR-90-042-S 
2 March 1990 


* UNITA Dissidents Write Letter to Savimbi 


YOEFO257B Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 2 Feb 90 p 48 


[Text]; The Angolan Forum—Movement for Human 
Rights and Democracy in Angola—is composed of dis- 
sicients from UNITA. In fact, that is how they introduce 
themaclves. Here in Lisbon they have distributed an 
Open Letier to Dr. Savimbi. Following is the text of that 
letter, which was signed by four members of the Angolan 
Forum: Dias Kanombo, Dinho Kafunanga Chingunjr, 
George Chikoti and Alipio Parreirao. 


“To His Excellency Dr. Savimbi: We, a group of fellow 
citizens who shared with you a portion of this long and 
tortuous journey in search of peace and prosperity for 
Angolan society, are pleased to address you. 


“Dr. Savimbi, there is a time for everything. We are 
born, we grow up, and we die, giving way to other 
generations. If this is one of the ‘ruths of our human 
existence, then st also applies to the role of a man in any 
aspect of life: in the arts, in politics, in the sciences, etc. 


“There is a pressing need to abandon the legacy of 
iniquity and this is why we have come to respectfully 
request that you transfer the leadership of the Party into 
the hands of a new personage, someone from the new 
generation who will be able to carry to completion the 
democratic and urgent reforms that are appropriate, not 
only in light of the worldwide tide of change, but the 
characteristic features of Angolan society. 


“A man is judged by what he says, and so we would 
remind vo’) that late in 1987, taking advantage of the 
presence of Portuguese public figures and coinciding 
with the political downfall of a dictator, you said, ‘If I 
don't know when it’s time to retire, I'll be like a Bour- 
guiba.” 


“In the cause of Peace, Democracy, and Human Rights.” 


* Country Questions Regional Cooperation 
9OEF0218D Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 19 Jan 90 p 53 


{Article by Luanda correspondent Carlos Ferreira: 
“Angola at the Heart of the Difficulties”) 


[Text] No one can deny that the current government 
leaders in this subregion of the continent have made a 
considerable effort, even if the goal—reliance on inter- 
regional cooperation, with a view to a substantial reduc- 
tion in dependence on the South African economy—is 
unattainable, at least for the time being. 


The SADCC [South African Development Coordination 
Conference] is undeniable proof of this fact. However, 
the figures set forth on South-South cooperation indicate 
that it is becoming difficult. The first reason is the 
current economic situation in any one of the countries 
includec in the SADCC. And the second is that the 
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recent development of the political situation in South 
Africa 1s forcing the adjacent countries toward gradual 
abandonment of the theory of absolute isolation. More- 
over, the preble:n of cooperation on this subcontinent is 
neither new 2or of recent date. 


It will be very difficult for The Five (Angola, Cape 
Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Sao Tome and Principe, and 
Mozambique) to sustain cooperation on extrapolitical 
terms. 


Either, to cite a concrete exampie, there is the Angola of 
the airlines, which is making a considerable effort, or 
there 1s Angola in the cultural sector. And we remember 
an event which was supposed to be annual—the holding 
of a competition among the “best-liked” performers in 
the five nations. To date, it has only been implemented 
by Angola. And if the difficulties in cooperating are 
substantial among the five African countries where Por- 
tuguese is the official language and which share a real 
common interest from a number of points of view, 
imagine then what is involved for countries which have 
different realities and different systems of government, 
when all of them are suffering from disastrous economic 
situations. 


Politically, unity 1s the indispensable word in the vfficial 
speeches. 


But it is not enough. The president of Zaire, for example, 
has demonstrated a number of times how little the 
statement made, the official speech, is worth. 


Obviously there is agreement on a series of situations. It 
is between that and practical action that the problems lie. 
At least in relation to Angola, where the government is 
always seeking to proclaim positive proof in its search 
for institutional solidarity including all parties, matters 
become complicated. There are other interests at stake, 
and the neighboring African countries do not always 
defend domestically what they put out for foreign con- 
sumption. 


Mozambique, Zambia, Botswana, and Lesotho, for 
example, are none of them in a situation such that they 
can acquire a position of strength which would lead them 
gradually toward financial and economic autonomy, 
relying either on their own forces, or, for example, on the 
regional SADCC. Mozambiaue has very serious prob- 
lems to resolve, and in terms ot a dolitical project, it has 
never been as closely linked with Angola as has some- 
times been thought. Particularly after Chissano became 
president, Mozambique began to take care to keep its 
distance without seeming to. The belief of the leaders of 
Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] that Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] and UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
are not on the same footing is nothiag new. 


Zambia, at grips with a serious economic crisis, has the 
IMF beside it, and it wii! not have resolved its domestic 
problems soon. Botswana and Lesotho, despite the rad- 
icalization of their discourse, are in real terms countries 
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whose economies depend basically on South Africa. 
Even geographically, they have no visible prospects other 
than maintenance of the economic links which bind 
them to De Klerk’s country. 


There is, however, one fact which alters this entire 
picture. And it has to do with the way in which the 
Republic of South Africa is proceeding. Without a doubt, 
while there are complaints about the slowness of the 
South Afncan Government, the African position as a 
whole, and even that of the countries in this region, is 
substantially different. Increasingly South Africa is being 
accepted as an African country, and as its policy of 
dismantling apartheid develops, it will have easier access 
to the political, economic, and other organizations which 
Africa will be establishing. 


Then, in the space of not too long a time, it can cease to 
be the basic reason for the struggle of some countries for 
economic (and then political) independence by some 
countries and can become an ally in the establishment of 
deeper relations among the countries in the whole of the 
entire southern region of the continent. 


The truth is that the current leaders in the southern 
subcontinent are the individuals responsible for the steps 
which must inevitably be taken in order to force the 
development of the economic situation in each of their 
countries, once and for all. 


The 1990s will be the decade which will mark the 30th 
anniversary of the winning of independence for some of 
these countries. How much longer will the justification 
for veritable economic and social mishaps be blamed on 
the cebilitating actions of imperialism? 


The peoples are growing, gaining maturity, and they 
want to see their basic problems resolved in some way. 
On the other hand, the opulence in which some of the 
African leaders (the overwhelming majority, it is said) 
live, the pomp and the abuses of power, the African 
fortunes in Europe, and the grievous poverty of the 
citizens will have to cease to be explained in terms of the 
need to impose respect on the citizens of these countries. 


Regional cooperation could without a doubt be a basic 
point of departure on the path toward solidarity and up 
the rungs of the ladder which might lead to relative 
economic independence. But if all of these countries find 
the >elves unable even to achieve the development of 
the gross domestic product which would allow them at 
least to live without major difficulties, how can they then 
plunge into ambitious projects, in which the alternatives 
are always Lome, or the Swedish and Dutch solidarity 
organizations, et<.” 


The African continent, and this subregion in particular, 
will continue with the same pattern of socioeconomic 
backwardness for as long as the r:.ired seriousness is 
not to be found in each of the gc ve. “went superstruc- 
tures, oriented toward an austere policy, greater focus on 
agricultural development, the minimal conditions for 


debate on and discussion of the major national prob- 
lems, and finally, the determination to prevent the rest of 
the world from continuing to drain Africa, either from 
the point of view of “brains” or from the economic point 
of view. 


* South African Official on Fighting in Mavinga 


QOEFO258E .isbon O DIABO in Portuguese 
6 Feb 90 p 16 


[Text] MIG-27 and SU-25 aircraft are said to have 
bombed UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] positions “now very close to Jamba,” 
according to statements made to O DIABO by a South 
African military source. Savimbi’s headquarters were 
apparently never in danger from. a land attack, but the air 
actions were “very intense,” according to our informant. 


“It's true that the MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] planes didn’t fly low enough for 
their bombs to really destroy the target, but even so they 
were using new tactics with enough effectiveness that 
one would have reason to wonder who the pilots were,” 
the same source remarked, suggesting the possibility that 
they were Cuan or even Soviet. 


Important Resources 


The MPLA forces, who are reported to have taken and 
then abandoned Mavinga following actions to their rear 
by UNITA “special forces” (who sabotaged aircraft on 
the ground and destroyed ammunition dumps), had 
some success with their air operations, the South African 
military source explained: 


“In the first place, as you know, our Air Force no longer 
gets involved against the MIGs, because of a political 
decision by Pretoria. And UNITA has no long-range 
antiaircraft missiles that would enable it to cover the 
entire Jamba area effectively. Savimbi's mien have the 
Stinger, the Redeye, the Blowpipe, the SA-7, and some 
French models, but these are all short-range antiaircraft 
missiles, albeit very effective ones. 


“In the second place, the Angolan MiGs, and especially 
the Sukhois (both the Fitter and the Frogfoot), have new 
firing and bombing control systems that make it possible 
to attack from very high altitudes with reasonable preci- 
sion, especially when flying in formation. It is also 
possible that they have used laser-guidcd bombs and the 
newest generation air-to-ground missiles, such as the 
AS-8 and the AS-10." 


This would seem to demonstrzie something obvious, 
according to the RSA officer: 


“The truth is that MPLA has not lost any significant 
support, at least not in tc-ms of materiel, froin the Soviet 
Union. Look at the case of the SU-25 Frogfoot, of which 
quite a few were shot down in Afghanistan. It hadn't yet 
been used in combat in Angola, although it was known to 
have been supplied some time ago. The SU-25 is a 
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modern apparatus, the latest generation of Soviet 
ground-attack aircraft. The fact that it has been sent to 


Angola is very revealing.” 


The MPLA attack reportedly concentrated on Mavinga 
using “exceptional” means to blunt the effect of 
Savimbi's trip to Portugal. The South African said: 


“When we really think about it, the trip to Portugal was 
the only trip—other than to the United States and 
Morocco—during which Savimbi was publicly received 
by a chief of state and a head of government. Luanda 
thought that everything wa. going too well and they'd 
better do something. The taking of Mavinga and the 
bombing of forward areas of Jamba would have enough 
impact to force Savimbi to return, if not to the field 
itself, then at least to his role as military commander.” 


Confused Fighting 


But what really happened during the battles for Mav- 
inga? we asked. “it’s hard to say right now. But there is 
information to show that the site has been occupied by 
various forces in succession, and that the military and 
civilian facilities there were almost totally destroyed. 


“These battles mobilized thousands of men and dozens 
of tanks, and UNITA was effective in its use of ‘com- 
mando’ tactics—which led MPLA to charge that our 
special forces were involved—and harassment with anti- 
tank weapons. The TOW-2 missiles did wonders. 


“You can't deny, however, that MPLA was able to 
prepare for an offensive in great socrecy and launch it 
with ligh‘aing speed. That shows that its tactical com- 
mand sector has improved, or is being led by foreign 
elements. We would tend to believe the latter. 


“Besides, there's a lot ‘nat hasn't been said yet about the 
support that MPLA is getting from other countries....” 


We thought he must be referring to new countries 
coming to the aid of FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola]. But he wasn't. The Boer 
officer told us’ “Demobinzed members of the special 
pelice services from the East, especially the GDR and 
Czechoslovakia, may be advising the major MPLA 
units—especially in tasks that demand more sophistica- 
tion. And, with petroleum as a weapon, Luanda can 
pay,” he concluded. 


Portuguese’ 


Finally, what can we fiad out from you about the role of 
Portuguese citizens in the fighting? 


“It's true that some former Portuguese military men are 
fighting for MPLA, especia!!y by flying transport planes 
and helicopters. But UNITA has exaggerated that par- 
ticipatiua, which is localized and not numerous. On the 
other hand, some former members of the Portuguese 
military have already offered themselves to both Pre- 
toria and Savimbi, to fight for UNITA. And these men 
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are much better trained militarily. Howeve7, I'm not ina 
position to say much more on the subject,” he told us. 


And the South Africans? 


And what about South African involvement? we asked, 
trying to pursue the matter. A carefully considered 
response, after a few puffs on a cigarette: 


“I may seem partial, and I am. But I can tell you that 
right now we have neither the ability nor the inclination 
to intervene in force in Angolan territory. And we 
couldn't move troops from Walvis Bay without the UN 
forces noticing. What may be happening, though, is that 
UNITA has some former members of the RSA Army in 
its ranks, from the Buffalo Battalion or other elite units. 
They would have to be black soldiers or officers, who 


even speak Pr But they're no longer military 
from our co. o'r) "y exist at all....” 
And what Sout UNITA’s fighting ability? A ready 


answer: 


“I know that there are differences of opinion, but | think 
Savimbi'’s movement has been able to achieve its objec- 
tives, especially in raids by small units and in guerrilla 
action:. But to wage classic guerrilla warfare they would, 
of course, need other talents,” he answered diplomati- 
cally. 


Do you think that MPLA wants to, and can, destroy 
Savimbi militarily? Two questions, really, yielding a 
delayed answer: 


“I'm not a political analyst and the question requires, in 
part, a political answer. But I think that there are people 
in MPLA who still think that the war can be won, 
especially if Savimbi were to find himself isolated from 
his international backers before Luanda completely !o¢<s 
its similar support in the countries that are helping it. 
But there are also those who want to negotiate. 


“Note that a MPLA military mission was in !isbon at 
the time of Savimbi's visit, and there was even talk of 
possible contacts between them. It may have been a 
geiwuine desire, or an attempt to mislead Savimbi and 
divert his attention from the offensive again: Mavinga. 
Ov maybe both at once. Not all the military and civ‘lians 
in MPLA think alike.... 


“As for whether MPLA can win the war’ Mathemati- 
cally, it has great advantages in terms of men, bases, and 
materiel. But UNITA has its own trump cards and has 
already survived worse times. In any case, we have a 
special prohibition against futurology here.”’ 


* MPLA Exiles Form ‘Modera‘ing Group’ 


QOEF0258D Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 8 Feb 90 p 3 


[Text] The creation of a “moral suasion group” to 
mediate between MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] and UNITA [National Union for 
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the Tota! Independence of Angola] was urged by three 
former MPLA leaders—Mario Pinto de Andrade, Gentil 
Viana, and Adolfo Maria—at a meeting in Lisbon with 
secretary general of the Socialist Party Jorge Sampaio. 


The group would bring together Angolan political, reli- 
gious, and social personalities. However, its creation 
would not imply any lack of confidence in President 
Mobutu of Zaire, the current mediator of the Angolan 
conflict, Mario Pinto de Andrade pointed out. 


The idea simply expresses the need for Angolans to play 
a larger role in the attempied dialogue between MPLA 
and UNITA. Pinto de Andrade emphasized that “the 
peace process must be put back in Angolan hands,” 
adding that “inere is a great deal of convergence of 
opinion on this issue” between the PS [Socialist Party] 
and the three former MPLA leaders. 


* Nonaffiliated Exiled Figures Profiled 


QOEF02!8B Lishor O JORNAL in Portuguese 
19 Jan 90 p 22 


[Article by Ferreira Fernandes] 


[Text] Last Wednesday, at his home in Cascais, Daniel 
Chipenda, the Angolan Government envoy, offered air- 
plane tickets and made a proposal to the group to which 
he was speaking. He said that Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
wanted to talk, and was awaiting them. The group 
accepted his proposal, and a meeting was immediately 
scheduled to be weld in Luanda in the early weeks of 
February, after the president's visit to the United 
Nations. Two economists living in Lisbon, “austo da 
Luz of Benguela and Jose Goncalves of Luanda, were 
among the individuals present at the meeting. Both are 
oppone ats of the regime and beiong to an informal group 
known as the “independent democrats.” Other groups 
and individuals, such as Andre Franco de Sousa of the 
Unangola [Union of Angolans Abroad], were also con- 
tacted with the same message—let us sit down and talk. 


This is nct the first lure the government in Luanda has 
held out to its adversaries in exile. For two years now, it 
has been pursuing a policy of charm, and thanks to this, 
has pulled in a net which is reasonably full, particn «rly 
with regard w former leaders of the FNLA [Aneoun 
National Liberation Front], the traditional third fore: in 
Angola, together with the MPLA [Porular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola] ad UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angcla], to have come out 
of the anticolonial siruggle. Those who returned to 
Luanda obtained important posts and benefits. 
Chipenda himself, who opposed Agostinho Neto within 
the MPLA just prior to the winning of independence, 
returned in 1988 and received an ambassadorial assign- 
ment to Cairo. With this pattern, the sympathy cam- 
paign rapidly came down tc an effort to isolate those who 
are, in the final ana!ysis, Luanda’s priority adversaries— 
those in UNITA. 
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The Cascais meeting, however, seemed to underscore the 
abandonment of this opportunistic policy. The interloc- 
utors Jose Eduardo dos Santos is now seeking out had 
already made it clear that they did not want to discuss 
posts, but rather principles, instead. Jose Goncalves told 
O JORNAL: “We do not want to share power. We want 
to discuss how a government functioning democratically 
is established.” The fact that the head of a supposedly 
single party would cfficially engage in such a discussion 
is one of the key facts in a situation which is leading the 
Angolans in exile to believe that something is happening 
in Angola. 


The existence of civic organizations outside the MPLA, 
accepted by Jose Eduardo dos Santos in his address at 
the end of the year, marked the turning point. It is 
indicative that the response was spectacular. The 
Angolan Civic Association (ACA), of which the best 
known of the Angolan democrats, Joaquim Pinto de 
Andrade, became a member, held its first press confer- 
ence in Luanda yesterday, and is to become official on 
the 25th of this month. 


Is this an irreversible step along the Angolan path to 
democracy? We would put the question the other way 
around. What has been irreversible thus far is the despair 
about any alternative future. It is this which has changed. 
We found that the members of the Angolan opposition in 
exile have some questions about the limits of what Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos is proposing, but also the certainty 
that they will lead to movement in an Angola which has 
to date been mummified. 


Rui Ramos 


He has a firm mouth, this white citizen of Luanda who is 
44 years old. He has also spent five years incarcerated in 
the Sao Paulo (Luanda), Caxias, 2nd Peniche penal 
institutions, because of his membership in the clandes- 
tine structures of the MPLA prior to 1974. His past 
record did not prevent his arrest in independent Angola 
on charges of dissidence, and he served one seven-month 
sentence, first, and then another which lasted two years 
and two months. He has been in exile in Lisbon, with his 
wife and two children, since 1983. 


He publishes the bulletin MUDAR, which voices a 
hope—“‘an independent voice in a changing Angola” — 
as a subtitle. He is close to the so-called “independent 
democrats,” and he sees in the Angolan Civic Associa- 
tion which has now been formed in Luanda the first door 
to be opened domestically by the single-party regime. He 
believes that Jose Eduardo dos Santos has initiated 
events the development of which he knows he cannot 
control. Willingness to take a risk is something new for 
the regime, and it is this which persuades Rui Ramos 
that something is about to change. 


All that is needed to make him smile is the basic thing—a 
cease-fire. This man, who has served as one of the two 
directors of the Angolan Red Cross, has no doubt about 
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the two priority battles—they must be against hunger, 
and for the return of the exiled people to their places of 
origin. 


Franco de Sousa 


Andre Franco de Sousa, 58, is a native of Luena, in the 
eastern part of Angola. He is a historic leader, one of the 
founding fathers of modern Angolan nationalism. He 
served a prison sentence in Tarrafal. Later he was 
arrested by the MPLA in Lobito as an opponent to the 
regime, and went into exile in Lisbon, where he is a 
leader of Unangola. 


He believes that the MPLA won power illegitimately, 
since there was no free choice made by the people. 
However, the government is a reality and the RPA 
[People’s Republic of Angola] is internationally recog- 
nized by almost all of the countries in the United 
Nations (with the exception of the United States and 
South Africa). It is the war which has no justification at 
all. He proposes an immediate cease-fire and the incor- 
poration of all the armed elements in a national army. 
Only when peace has come and been consolidated would 
it be possible to hold free elections. 


Dias Kanombo 


Dias Kanombo, a native of Cuvelai, in the region of the 
great rivers in the extreme southern part of Angola, is 31 
years old. He lived in Lisbon from 1981 until 1988, 
where he served as the adviser to Fernando Wilson, who 
was the representative of UNITA at that time. A writer, 
Kanombo is now : ‘ing in Belfast, Northern Ireland. He 
was a dissident in Savimbi’s organization (he accused 
Savimbi of being undemocratic), and with other former 
UNITA members, he founded the “‘Democratic Move- 
ment for Human Rights—Angolan Forum” in 1988. 


He compares the Gbadolite agreements with the collapse 
of the Berlin Wall. Following this development, the past 
is the past, and the war has become even less justified. 
Dias Kanombo is certain that a multiparty system will be 
the inevitable -onsequence of what Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos said at the end of the year. But the one priority 
above all others is the cease-fire. “Satisfaction of the 
other demands must be achieved calmly, and within the 
country.” 


Francisco Viana 


He is 31 years old and has the look of a successful young 
man—a diplomat’s briefcase, a carefully trimmed beard, 
and a handkerchief peeping from his jacket pocket. 
However, his life and his history are those of an exile. He 
is the son of a historic MPLA figure, Gentil Viana, and 
he was even born abroad, in Lousada, Portugal. He 
studied in Algeria, and made the acquaintance of his 
fatherland as an adolescent, in 1975, later returning to 
his point of departure as an exile. His very name 
symbolized opposition to the regime (his father was one 
of the leaders of the Active Revolt, and an opponent of 
Neto within the MPLA). 
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He was already regarded as a supporter of UNITA and of 
the MPLA—a situation which pleased him, because it 
emphasized his independence. He is the organizer of the 
Congress of Angolan Cadres Abroad (scheduled to be 
held in Lisbon next April). His idea is that “the people in 
Angola have had the experience of the Cubans, the 
Portuguese, the Germans, everyone. Let them now have 
the experience of Angolans.” He believes that the 
national cadres which his country needs are living 
abroad. And he has proof that something is changing. “A 
year ago, the Congress would never have had the wel- 
come it is receiving.”” No one knows if many people will 
return, but there are many who have been waiting for the 
possibility to develop for a long time. Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos applauded. UNITA says that it will enco: rage its 
cadres to attend. 


Onofre dos Santos 


A lawyer from Luanda, he joined the FNLA in 1974, to 
some extent for professional reasons—to provide legal 
aid to those who had none. But it was an era of 
impassioned engagements, and he ended up serving as 
the minister of justice in the ephemeral FNLA-UNITA 
government established in Huambo in 1975. He 
remained faithful. At the age of 48, he is a white man 
from Luanda who is a member of the political bureau of 
the FNLA and an adviser to whom Holden Roberto 
listens. He has an office in Lisbon. He is the father of 
three children born in Angola, and another born recently 
in Portugal. 


In Angola, he was granted amnesty, but this pains him. 
He even believes that the circumstances which led the 
FNLA to abandon the war served in the end to give it a 
moral authority which UNITA and the MPLA do not 
have today. Fo. Onofre dos Santos, the Angolan political 
scene continues, basically, to be characterized by the 
three historic parties. 


“Then it ceased to be impossible for me to live in 
Angola,” he says. For he believes that the words of Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos reveal a desire for change. But in the 
opinion of Onofre Martins dos Santos, it is the MPLA 
which is called upon to be the schoolmaster and to 
supervise the democratic apprenticeship. 


* Santa Clara To Be Established as Free Zone 


90EF0258B Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese 
2 Feb 90 p 2 


[Text] Angola wants to make the town of Santa Clara, 
south of Ondjiva near the border with Namibia, into a 
free zone. The disclosure was made by President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos on Tuesday 30 January in Luanda at 
a meeting with about 20 Namibian businessmen, most of 
them of Portuguese origin, who are interested in 
investing in Angola and establishing trade relations with 
the Luanda government 


Santa Clara is one of the towns that has served as a gate 
between Angolan and Namibian cattle ranchers on both 
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sides of the border. Because of the shortages of goods in 
Angola, residents of the border zone travel frequently 
into northern Namibia, where they sell cattle in exchange 
for other items. The presence of a large number of 
Angolan; and Portuguese who settled in the region in 
1975 because of the war in Angola has facilitated the 
exchanges, since many of them have ties to the business 
community. 


During his meeting with the businessmen, Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos assured them that they would be able to 
invest in Angola under the new foreign inve. tment law 
that permits transfer of capital and the establi. iment of 
commercial relations between the two countries. The 
Namibian delegation was headed by Ben Amathila, of 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization], 
who wi'! hold the Commerce and Industry post in the 
future Namibian government. 


Manuritius 


* ‘Donors Meeting’ for Training Program Planned 


9OEF0242C Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
29 Jan 90 pp I, 4 


[Article by Jacques David: “‘Training: Several Industri- 
alized Countries Promise To Aid Mauritius”} 


[Text] The “Ghurburrun mission,” which went to a 
number of industrialized countries including Japan, 
Korea, Germany, and Italy, has so far received favorable 
responses to a meeting of lenders, which in principle is to 
take place in Geneva in March. All of the people whom 
the Mauritian delegation was able to contact indicated 
that they would be attending this “Donors Meeting.” 
Mauritius, as we know, is seeking two billion rupees for 
its training program for the coming years. 


The mission headed by the minister of development and 
economic planning, Dr. B. Ghurburrun, and consisting 
of Planning Director R. Bheenick; director of the MEF 
{Mauritian Employers Federation] P. Du Mee; G. Com- 
marmond, representing the prime minister’s office; and 
E. Hanoomanjee, principal economist at the Planning 
Ministry, met with representatives from the public and 
private sectors in Tokyo, Seoul, Frankfurt, and Rome, 
where the plan involving the Human Resources Devel- 
opment Program was discussed at length. According to 
information received, the foreign parties were impressed 
with Mauritius’ development. They took special note of 
local problems involving skilled labor and the lack of 
administrative personnel. 


Information on the Donors Meeting in Geneva in March 
was also presented in detail and was of great interest to 
foreign industrialists and businessmen, especially in 
view of the support being given to the Geneva meeting 
by the World Bank and the United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme [UNDP]. As you know, the UNDP 
does not usually sponsor this type of meeting of lenders. 
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* Soviet Press Suggests EPZ Joint Venture 


90EF0242E Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
31 Jan 90 pp 1, 5 


[Article by Leon Baya: “Soviet Press Reproaches 
Kremlin for Not Strengthening Economic Ties With 
Mauritius” 


[Text] The Mauritian free trade zone as a model for the 
super powerful Soviet Union. Soviet reporter Boris Pil- 
iatskine has suggested this to his government and even 
goes so far as to criticize the Moscow authorities for 
failing to accept Mauritian offers to develop economic 
and commercial contacts. 


In an article published in the government paper 
IZVESTIA (12 million copies a day) and titled: “It Is Not 
Yet a Tiger, But Hopes To Become One—the Secret of 
the Enormous Economic Progress of Tiny Mauritius,” 
Boris Piliatskine praises what he calls “the export pro- 
ducing zones,” which, according to him, form the 
kingpin of the economic machinery. 


“I believe that the Mauritian model, interesting in and of 
itself, should be studied in the Soviet Union, especially 
now, when we are looking into the possibility of creating 
similar zones in the USSR,” he added. 


Boris Piliatskine then refers to the conditions for 
setting up a business in the Mauritian free zone and tax 
incentives applicable in it, the development of this 
sector, the diversity of foreign investments, industrial 
promotion with the media, and efforts at diversifying 
the industrial base. 


He later adds: “‘As for fears that while offering major 
economic advantages, free trade zones are damaging to 
and limit the sovereignty of the state, or have the 
potential for doing so,” (this is what we read some- 
times in our newspapers) “the Mauritian example 
removes these fears. The zones have no physical bor- 
ders defining them. Their entire territory consists of 
the buildings that are leased out for operations. The 
zones have no monetary system and, as regards foreign 
citizens who are working there, their work is regulated 
by local legislation and they do not receive any special 
treatment.” 


“As for our own situation, to saturate a market devoid of 
popular consumer goods, the government is spending 
large sums of money to buy abroad. However, econo- 
mists would do well to calculate whether it might not be 
more advantageous to spend some of this money to 
create joint enterprises in countries such as Mauritius, to 
receive quick profits in the form of popular consumer 
articles at cheap prices, which is what we need.” 


Boris Piliatskine then criticizes Soviet delegations that 
have gone to Mauritius: “The delegates paid by Soviet 
taxpayers listen to attractive proposals, took notes, etc., 
and then disappear into the ocean’s mist.” 
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* Baroda Bank Receives ‘Offshore’ Permit 


90EF0242D Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
30 Jan 90 p 1 


{Article by Leon Baya: “Baroda and Hong Kong Banks 
To Open in Mid-1990”"] 


[Text] The Banx of Mauritius granted an offshore permit 
to Baroda Bank yesterday, making it the second bank to 
be legally authorized to operate in the financial center, 
after Barclays Bank. 


A nationalized Indian bank, Baroda has offices in about 
15 countries where it owns about 50 branches. It oper- 
ates offshore banks in several centers, including London, 
New York, Brussels, Bahrain, and Hong Kong. Baroda 
Bank will begin its offshore operations in Mauritius 
towards the middle of this year. 


Moreover, Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corpora- 
tion, Limited also expect to launch an offshore banking 
unit (OBU) toward mid-1990, according to the general 
manager of the Mauritian branch, Brian Fredrick. The 
application for an offshore permit has already been 
approved by the Central Bank, but there are still proce- 
dures to be completed before a license is granted. 


Hong Kong Bank already operates in the major offshore 
centers, including Singapore, Bahrain, the Bahamas, and 
Jersey, among others. 


Moreover, Hong Kong Bank has just published the sixth 
edition of BUSINESS PROFILE on Mauritius. This 
periodical goes to investors, diplomats, businessmen, 
and other professionals. It is distributed through the 
network of Hong Kong Bank, British Bank of the Middle 
East, and Marine Midland Bank (United States). 


Put out by economists at Hong Kong Bank, BUSINESS 
PROFILE has five chapters that deal with history, cul- 
ture, economy, incentives offered to investors, the gen- 
eral rules of trade, labor laws, costs of public services, 
end procedures for obtaining visas and residence and 
work permits, among other things. 


* Iraqi Firm Begins Regular Cement Deliveries 


Q9OEF0242A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
30 Jan 90 p 1 


[Article by Harish Chundunsing: “‘Rishi’ Cement for 61 
Rupees by the End of February”] 


[Text] Dr. Jagdish Chander Rishi’s Venus Cement and 
Steel Limited (VCS) is expecting a first shipment of 
200,000 bags of cement towards the end of February. 
This is what Vikash Bhatia, the manager of the company, 
reported to LE MAURICIEN this morning. 


Mr. Bhatia said that the cement was at this very moment 
being loaded for shipment at the Iraqi port of Basora and 
that his company would publish an announcement as 
soon as the ship was en route to Port Louis. 
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According to Mr. Bhatia, the VCS signed a contract to 
purchase 100,000 tons, or 2 million bags, of cement with 
an Iraqi firm. Dr. Rishi’s company is planning to supply 
the Mauritian market on a regular basis. 


In fact, the VCS is expecting to receive a delivery of 
10,000 tons (200,000 bags) of cement every two weeks 
beginning this March. 


Mr. Bhatia also confirmed a previous statement made by 
Dr. Rishi to LE MAURICIEN to the effect that the VCS 
will sell the cement at 61 rupees a bag. At the same time, 
he gave assurances that the quality of the cement that the 
VCS is planning to sell meets international standards, or 
in other words that it is of the BS-12-1978 type. 


The VCS obtained a permit to import 4 million bags of 
cement in November of last year. 


The public is still waiting for it to put its first bag up for 
sale, especially since it has promised to offer it at a price 
considerably lower than the one offered jointly by Mau- 
ritius Portland Cement and the State Trading Corpora- 
tion, which import cement in bulk and bag it locally. 


* Indian Drug Accord; Areas of Cooperation Noted 
90EF0242B Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in “rench 
1 Jan 90 pp |, 4 


[Article by Jacques David: “India and Mauritius Sign an 
Agreement; The Two Countries Pledge To Join Efforts in 
Their Fight Against Drugs’’] 


[Text] The Mauritian and Indian Governments signed 
an important agreement during the prime minister's 
current visit to India. It involves cooperation between 
the two capitals in the area of combatting drugs and 
expresses their determination to “put a stop to this 
scourge.” We know that the Bombay-Plaisance axis is 
one of the links in the long drug-trafficking chain— 
especially since publication of the Miranda affair, which 
was in the news so much in 1985 and 1986—and that 
people are still talking about this Indian-Mauritian route 
in the context of international drug cartels. 


Moreover, a number of Indian citizens have been 
arrested upon their arrival in Mauritius and a few have 
been sentenced to death. 


The Indian-Mauritian agreement was signed by 
Bhinod Bacha, secretary of internal affairs, for Mauri- 
tius and by the head of economic and political relations 
for India, in the presence of Mauritian Prime Minister 
Sir Anerood Jugnauth and Indian Prime Minister V.P. 
Singh. This cooperation agreement basically provides 
for stepping up efforts to curb drug trafficking in the 
two countries. In the Indian capital, it was pointed out 
that a rapid and effective exchange of information 
would take place between the two countries to control 
the entry and trafficking of drugs. A joint “antenna” 
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will be created between the Narcotics Control Bureau 
and the National Narcotics Agency in India for more 
effective collaboration. 


India and Mauritius expressed their concern over the 
extent of the drug problem internationally and the need 
for concerted and effective action. India, for its part, 
expressed its appreciation for “the excellent work done 
in Mauritius thanks to the determination of the prime 
minister.” This agreement also includes provisions for 
training programs and programs to exchange personnel 
working in the field of drugs. 


For Better Use of Credit Lines 


Prime Minister Sir A. Jugnauth held talks with Finance 
Minister M. Dhan Dawata, Foreign Affairs Minister 
Gujral, Commerce Minister Arun Nehree, and the state 
minister of science and technology. 


As regards economic relations, the discussions centered 
around better use of credit lines granted by the Indian 
Government. Measures will be agreed on to promote 
Indian tourism in Mauritius. 


The talks also covered measures to be adopted for a 
better trade balance. 


Commerce Minister Arun Nehree said that joint ven- 
tures should help in this effort. 


To improve cooperation in the fields of science and 
technology, India is in favor of technical aid to the 
sectors of telecommunications and the environment, 
especially to meet Mauritius’ training needs. An Indian 
mission will help define these needs in the priority 
sectors. 


Giving New Imnetus to Indian Investment in Mauritius 


A working meeting to discuss new investment efforts was 
held in New Delhi at the initiative of the Indian Feder- 
ation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry. 


This meeting with entrepreneurs and major industrial 
groups provided an opportunity to raise problems 
encountered in promoting joint ventures in Mauritius. 


The prime minister referred to tax and other advantap *s 
offered and potential investors raised very perti’ 
issues related to inflation, wage levels, and exisi. , 
infrastructure. 


The sectors of interest are textiles, deep-sea fishing, 
electronics, data processing, and engineering. 


The investors present unanimously agreed that Mauri- 
tius’ economic performance had been miraculous, an 
example of good management for developing economies. 
They called the prime minister an “economic Messiah,” 
who showed the world that a small country could suc- 
ceed. 


India today is an industriai power that has made a name 
for itself internationally in ficids as sophisticated as data 
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processing and electronics. India would like to transfer 
technology to Mauritius, which offers the guarantee of a 
European market interested in products manufactured 
in Mauritius. 


Several investment promotion missions have already 
taken place. A group of potential investors is expected in 
Mauritius at the end of March. 


An Indian commercial fair is scheduled for August 1990. 


A meeting of the Joint Business Council is to be held in 
New Delhi in the near future, and it will be attended by 
Mauritian and Indian businessmen. 


Zambia 


* Multiparty Political Scheme Sparks Debate 


* Bloc Example Rejected 


34000303A Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
10 Jan 90 pl 


[Text] What has happened in Eastern Europe has 
prompted some Zambians to ask many questions about 
their political system. Even the labour movement which 
is supposed to be the vanguard of the rights of the 
workers has taken a reactionary stand. 


The labour movement in this country would like this 
nation to go the Eastern European way. There is this 
contagious demand for a multi-party state. Do we actu- 
ally solicit the advice, or the wisdom of the East Euro- 
pean countries to know what we want to happen in 
young Zambia? 


Zambians who believe in borrowed ideas will nod a yes 
answer, but who wants such simple and yet dangerous 
answers? The devil in the land of course. Eastern Europe 
experienced an imposition of governments after the 
Second World War. Those governments did not obvi- 
ously come out of the will of the peop'e. 


Zambia is not in a similar position. The people fought 
British colonialism and defeated it out of national con- 
viction. The British government never brought indepen- 
dence on the struggling Zambians and the nation fought 
gallantly and won the struggle. 


That is 25 years ago. What does this country want today? 
It voted in referendum to end all referenda to usher in 
the one-party state which came into effect in 1973. 


The people rejected the multi-party state because it 
lacked ideological direction and also brought in and 
increased tribal divisions. Has the situation changed in 
1990? This is the question the nation should be asking 
itself now and not tomorrow. 


Our view is that the problem is still the same. Zambia 
should not be in a hurry to commit suicide. There should 
be a lot of discussion and thinking before going to the 
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rope. We have a basis for this—our genuine struggle for 
independence and freedom. It wus a national struggle. 


Our institutional structures are not yet ready for a 
multi-party state. They are still too weak to withstand 
any kind of tribal avalanche. No small nation should 
take the risk of destroying something it cannot quickly 
rebuild. Logic tells us that we should stick to what unites 
Zambia. 


We should however not stop to learn. If the demands of 
society require that we should have a multi-party state in 
future the Party and its Government can look into it. It 
should be the responsibility of the Party and not other 
institutions which could be pretending to look after the 
interest of the people. 


* Union Head Advocates Parties 


34000303B Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 31 Dec 89 p 1 


[Text] African countries including Zambia should seri- 
ously consider the reintroduction of multi-party systems 
because events taking place in Eastern Europe will not 
spare the continent. 


ZCTU [Zambia Congress of Trade Unions] chairman 
Cde Frederick Chiluba said if owners of socialism have 
withdrawn the one-party system, who were the Africans 
to continue with it. 


Speaking when he officially opened the ZCTU general 
council in Kitwe’s Katlungu house yesterday Cde 
Chiluba said many African countries had created one- 
party systems styled on Stalin's dictatorial socialism. 


“It was unfortunate that Africa which began its march to 
independence in the 1950s found the Stalinist regime in 
power and most of Africa, if not all, having been colo- 
nised by the western power found sympathy with the 
Stalinist regime,” Cde Chiluba said. 


It was not any accident that many countries in Africa 
after independence went from multi-party and allowed 
political leaders to place themselves above all other men. 


“Criticism became taboo and so it happened that even if 
one knew the answer he could not give it without being 
suspected. But the authors of this autocratic one-party 
system have in less than six months said ‘no’,” Cde 
Chiluba said. 


“We have heard man is the same everywhere. If indeed 
man is the same, the developments taking place in 
Eastern Europe particularly are bound to influence man 
everywhere,” Cde Chiluba said. 


He told the meeting that it was a well known fact that 
governments sold each other, not only food and tech- 
nology, but also exchanged ideological, political and 
managerial experiences and skills so that what was seen 
in Zambia could be traced to have similarity and sem- 
blance to other countries. 
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“For example, the idea of making trade unions mass 
organisations and food coupons came mostly from coun- 
tries in Eastern Europe,” he said. 


But he said trade unions had been urged, through God, 
to watch over the conditions of hired labour because the 
Lord was coming to exact vengeance on those who 
exploited workers. 


During the last two years there had been a lot of 
oppression because of the exchange rate of the Kwacha 
to the dollar which completely eroded the buying power 
of the people. 


He said while denying that measures were inspired by 
external forces like the International Monetary Fund 
{IMF}, the effects on our living standards had been 
falling at such a pace that claims by the Party and its 
Government that measures were meant to benefit the 
people were being rejected by many. 


* Parties Create Rivalry 


34000303C Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
5 Jan 90 pl 


[Article: “Multi-Party System Poses Danger”) 


[Text] National political museum director Cde Alfred 
Mofya has said reverting to the multi-party political 
system would be “retrogressive and dangerous” not only 
for Zambia but for other African countries as well. 


He claimed Africa was not yet ripe to run multi-party 
states and cited inter-party rivalry and clashes in Zambia 
before the advent of the one-party state as a factor that 
ought to be considered seriously by advocates of a 
multi-party system. 


Cde Mofya was commenting on the call by the Zambia 
Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) chairman-general 
Cde Frederick Chiluba who said Zambia and other 
African countries should seriously consider re- 
introducing the multi-party system in view of the 
changes taking place in Eastern Europe. 


He said supporters and followers of rival parties often 
clashed leading to the loss of lives. 


Some officials of certain parties opposed to UNIP 
[United National Independence Party] even took part in 
murdering the latter’s supporters on the Copperbelt. 


“It is imperative to look at the advantages of the one- 
party state in terms of peace which we have so far 
enjoyed since independence.” 


Cde Mofya said even if Cde Chiluba was given a chance 
to become ahead of state for seven days, he would want 
peace in the country rather than violence. 


He urged those calling for changes in the system to voice 
their views during the Party National Council meetings to 
enable the system to work smoothly for the benefit of all. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 15 


The “winds of change”’ that had swept Eastern Europe 
did not affect Zambia. 


Last weekend Cde Chiluba said since the owners of 
socialism had discarded one-party system Africans had 
no right to continue with it. 


Opening a ZCTU general council in Kitwe he said many 
African countries had created one-party systems style1 
on Stalin’s dictatorial [word illegible]. 


* Embezzlement, Mismanagement, Mistakes Decried 


* Councils Need Accountability 


34000309A Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
25 Dec 89 p 1 


[Editorial] 


[Text] Volumes have been written many times in the past 
about the dismal performance of most district councils 
which have failed lamentably to live up to expectations. 
The assertion that councils are moribund cannot be 
challenged by any objective critic. 


We chall repeat certain observations in the hope that 
authorities will be bold enough in the coming year to do 
something to sort out the mess. We are not referring to 
cosmetic changes that do not address the real issues. We 
are talking abcut far-reaching changes that can enable 
our councils to tick once again. 


Firstly, let’s take a look around us. Mountains of uncol- 
lected garbage are a common feature in most towns and 
cities. Our city fathers still walk with their heads held 
high in these filthy surroundings obviously of what is 
expected of them. 


While they moan about the shortage of retuse collection 
trucks, governors, councillors and chief officers are in a 
number of cases responsible for the liquidity crisis they 
have found themselves in. Their extravagance still goes 
unpunished. 


Accountability is non-existent. What obtains is a free- 
for-all situation which has eaten up councils’ coffers and 
led to a deterioration in the quality of servi.xe rendered to 
residents. 


Chronic shortages of water, pot-holes on roads and other 
problems that are now perceived as insurmountable by 
those running district councils, should not drag on in the 
new year which has already been proclaimed “a year of 
action.” 


Why, for instance, have some governors been heard to 
boast that nothing will happen to them no matter how 
many times people complain about their incompetence? 


As we enter 1990, we should ask ourselves: Has decen- 
tralisation delivered the intended goals? If it hasn’t what 


16 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


must we do? If we postpone the answer to these ques- 
tions then we might as well stop talking about councils 
which exist only in name. 


If it’s not feasible to make the post of governor elective 
in all councils, why not select a few councils where such 
a system could apply and we gauge the performance? 
Elections will make our sleepy governors sit up and do 
some work. 


Some argue that governors don’t run councils single- 
handedly. This is true. But it’s also true that if you have 
a governor with drive, he will bully his chief officers who 
in turn will prod their juniors. 


Unless we embrace change in the coming year, our 
councils will remain encumbered in seemingly insur- 
mountable problems and the nation will suffer irrepair- 
able harm. 


* Land Repossession ‘Error’ 
34000309B Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
3 Jan 90 pl 


[Editorial] 


[Text] The acquisition of land from farmers in Mwem- 
beshi is probably one of the most retrogressive decisions 
made by ihe Government during the last decade. 


When the take-over bic’ ~~. ‘irst announced there was 
understandable appre. .<«si nm m the nation and the 
farming community im particular. But the fears were 
soon soothed after expianations which were made by 


The nation was assured that Indeco was going to produce 
barley there on a massive scale and make Zambia 
self-sufficient in barley supplies to both Zambia Brew- 
eries and National Breweries and save the much needed 


foreign exchange. 


This was a plausible reason for the repossession of the 
huge tract of land and moreover they were owned by 
commercial farmers most of whom are expatriates. 


Although Zambia welcomes foreign investment it was 
thought wise that the Government through Indeco 
should go into the growing of barley to support two of the 
State conglomerate’s subsidiaries which depend heavily 
on imported raw materials. 


But we doubt whether the State at the time of repos- 
sessing the Mwembeshi farms was aware about Indeco’s 
limitation. 


Indeco it seems was not ready for the venture otherwise 
the wastage of land that is going on at Mwembeshi would 
not have been allowed. 
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What did Indeco do when it was saddled with the 
Mwembeshi problem? An expert from Europe was com- 
missioned to carry out a feasibility study to determine 
whether the area was suitable for the production of 
barley on a massive scale. 


The exercise turned out to be costly because apart from 
paying for the feasibility study Indeco was told the area 
was not suitable for producing irrigated barely. The 
expert also advised Indeco that if it wanted to go ahead 
with the irrigation scheme a dam should be constructed 
to supply water. 


But to date Indeco has not come out in the open to tell 
the public about the outcome of the feasibility study or if 
they are still going ahead with the project aprat from 
growing sorghum on some pieces of land. 


Such hasty takeovers should be avoided in future 
because they erode confidence not only in prospective 
overseas investors but the few commercial farmers 
already in the country would not hesitate to spend more 
money on the land they are not sure of retaining in the 
next decade. 


The Mwembeshi experience for which tax payers money 
was spent to compensate those who were displaced 
should serve as a lesson when future take-over bids are 
being considered. 


* Airline Missing $6 Million 


34000309C Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
29 Dec 89 p I 


[Article by Mirriam Mukonde: “Where Did $6m Go?’; 
Boeing Cash Deal Raises Concern; Lupenga Blasts 
Monopolies”’] 


[Text] Zambia Airways has been accused of failing to 
account for proceeds from the sale of two Boeing 707 
aircraft sold to Sudan at $6 million this year. 


Lupenga Holdings chairman Lieutenant-Colonel Panji 
Kaunda charged yesterday that monopolies bred corrup- 
tion and inefficiency and argued that his firm wanted 
this trend reversed. 


“Zambia Airways sold two planes and no one knows 
where the money went to up to now,” he said. 


The tribunal headed by High Court Judge Lombe Chi- 
besakunda was hearing evidence from Lt-Col Kaunda 
who was justifying why his company, Lupenga Air Char- 
ters, should be granted an air permit. But Zambia 
Airways has objected to the application. 


“Zambia Airways does not own a single plane. The 737 
it has was bought by Government and given to it on a 
siiver platter. The DC 10 is on hire purchase and ATRs 
are on lease’’, said Lt-Col Kaunda. 


He said if the owners decided to withdraw their aircraft, 
Zambia Airways would be without a single plane. 
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Share Risk 


Zambia Airways managing director Captain Godfrey 
Mulundika doubted the basis of Lt.-Col Kaunda’s 
argument. 


Capt Mulundika: “*Lt-Col Kaunda said Zambia Airways 
owns no plane. Did he make this statement in the 
context that Lupenga will change this?” 


Lt-Col Kaunda: ““The Lupenga plane will be leased.” 


Capt Mulundika: “Therefore, will the plane also be 
under threat of requisition if you failed to pay the 
owners?” 


“Yes, but let us share the risk,” replied Lt-Col Kaunda 
who also indicated that Lupenga airline would hire a DC 
8 with a tonnage of 38.5 from Liberian World Airlines. 


Lupenga wanted to be as independent as possible and 
would not be using Zambia Airways facilities at the 
airport. “When I toured the (Zambia Airways) warehouse 
goods were piled like at a ‘salaula’ market,” he said. 


Zambia Airways could not stop another airline from 
operating when it was failing to meet its obligations. 
There was no way the airline would buy new planes when 
the Bank of Zambia was subsidising it with $4 million a 
month. 


Lt-Col Kaunda was disappointed that Zambia Airways 
had chosen to share proceeds with foreign airlines 
instead of cooperating with Lupenga. 


“On its own Zambia Airways will always be held at 
ransom by other airlines,” he added. 


Legal counsel for Zambia Airways Dr Roger Chongwe 
argued that there was no market in Zambia for another 
air freighter because there was not enough cargo. 


“Sometimes the Zambia Airways cargo plane leaves the 
airport empty.”’ But Lt-Col Kaunda said there were 
nearby markets for cargo like Zimbabwe which had 
already given its consent. 


There was no law which stated Zambia Airways should 
be the only carrier in the country, added Lt-Col Kaunda. 


* Co-Op Embezzlement Alleged 
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[Article: “CCU Manager Sacked”’} 


[Text] Copperbelt Cooperative Union (CCU) general 
manager Cde Kenneth Namutulo, suspended together 
with his deputy Cde William Chibwela for alleged finan- 
cial malpractices which led the organisation to lose over 
K1.6 million, has been dismissed. 


Cde Chibwela has been demoted to the post of manager 
for development and training, sources close to the mem- 
bers of the CCU board of directors confirmed yesterday. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 17 


Sources said the board of directors met on Thursday and 
it resolved to terminate the services of Cde Namutulo 
and demoted Cde Chibwela for gross negligence of duty. 


Cde Patrick Chileshe who was a development training 
officer, seconded to Ndola Rural district cooperative is 
still acting as CCU general manager while a Cde 
Kamanga who was manager for the western zone is 
acting as deputy general manager. 


Sources said nobody could prove allegations of theft of 
funds involving the two but the board found that there 
was overwhelming evidence showing gross negligence of 
duty on the part of the two officials which led the 
organisation to lose millions of Kwacha through forged 
cheques. 


Speaking to the TIMES on his suspension Cde Namutulo 
said the anomalies in the organisation would not have 
occurred if the senior officers had bothered to counter- 
check the cheques before signing. 


““Administratively, I take the blame for the bad activities 
of my juniors. These are the hazards of top management 
which dictate that a senior suffers for the baad activities 
of his juniors”, Cde Namutulo said. 


He maintained that the forged cheques were signed in 
his absence when he was away in Lusaka attending a 
seminar. 


Southern Province Cooperative Marketing Union 
(SPCMU) which is still struggling to obtain an overdraft 
worth millions of Kwacha to pay farmers, has had its 
property at head office seized by court bailiffs. 


Southern Province under sheriff Cde Thomson Mwape, 
who was in Choma to execute the writ of fifa against 
SPCMU, confirmed to the TIMES OF ZAMBIA in an 
interview that all property at the headquarters of 
SPCMU had been seized. 


The writ of fifa showed SPCMU was sued by a Mr 
Patrick Tembo whom it owed K510,000 for a car the 
union bought from him. 


* Reasons for University Medical Brain Drain 


* Well-Paid Staff Needed 
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[Editorial] 


[7 ext] Why are Zambians dying like flies? Is it because of 
lack of quuiified doctors or is it because of a scarcity of 
essential drugs in our hospitals? Can anything be done to 
rectify the situation? 
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These are crucial questions which the nation has to 
address itself to and find answers because they affect all 
of us. In other words we cannot afford to be complacent 
because failure to find the right answers could mean the 
difference between life and death. 


The first thin, Zambia needs to do if the pathetic 
situation prevailing in our hospitals is to end, is to make 
conditions of service for people who work in health 
institutions attractive so that they are motivated. 


It is only when they are motivated that doctors, nurses 
and other paramedical personnel will tackle their jobs 
with unbridled enihusiasm. 


So the human or manpower element must be addressed 
first because one could have all the best drugs or medi- 
cines in the world but if the people to administer the 
medicine are demotivated, Zambia will never get any- 
where—and degradation, damnation and death will con- 
tinue to dog the nation.... 


The second essential should be to make sure our hospi- 
tals are properly supplied with drugs and other prereq- 
uisites. At present people are dying (deaths which could 
be prevented) not because doctors are incompetent but 
because they are hampered by the absence of essential 
drugs. It is shameful. 


In certain hospitals, especially Government ones, X-ray 
films are now treated as luxuries—a preserve for special 
cases like road accident victims or cancer patients. And 
yet in an ideal situation X-rays are regarded as essentials 
and must be available to everyone. 


If it is possible to order motor vehicles for leaders and 
parastatal chiefs, surely it should be easy to import the 
drugs which we can’t manufacture locally together with 
items like X-ray films so that Zambia can prolong the 
lifespan of its people. 


While people are preoccupied with the brain-drain little 
do they realise the lack of essential medicines and other 
facilities in our hospitals acts as a disincentive in itself. 


Most specialists find it extremely frustrating having to 
operate without the necessary tools; so they quit—not for 
greener pastures—but to go somewhere where they 
would be able to work and walk with their heads up. 


It follows then that if Zambia is going to halt the 
brain-drain, the Ministry of Health will have to look 
beyond the confines of increased salaries, which should, 
in fact, be regarded as one of the means to an end. 


* Underpaid Doctors Leave 
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[Text] The Ministry of Health has lost 413 out of 590 
locally trained doctors mostly to neighbouring countries 
because of unattractive local salaries and conditions. 
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Minister Cde Marvis Muyunda said in Livingstone that 
Zambia has retained only 177. 


She made a passionate appeal to those still here to stay 
on as the leadership was doing everything possible to 
improve their lot.—ZANA. 


* Academician Deplores Apathy 
34000308 Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 31 Dec 89 p 1 


[Text] Political inertia and shoddy administration at the 
country’s two universities had led to staff exodus which 
is expected to get worse in the coming few months, it has 
been learnt. 


Chairman of the Copperbelt University Academic and 
Senior Staff Association (CUASSA) Cde Darlington 
Banda said in Kitwe on Friday night that the exodus 
evoked feelings of despair, shame, shock, sympathy and 
frustration to anyone coierned with the academic wel- 
fare of the two institutions. 


Addressing the association’s annual ball at the campus, 
Cde Banda said the administration and politicians had 
for a long time ignored to solve the problem even when 
it had been clearly identified. 


“For instance, not less than five highly qualified acade- 
mies have felt the service of the Copperbelt University in 
the past two years. On paper this number looks small but 
in terms of lost knowledge and expertise, it represents a 
very high rate of brain-drain. 


“The story at the University of Zambia is much worse. 
More than 200 very qualified staff have left since 1982, 
representing an average of 20 a year,” Cde Banda said. 


He blamed it all on bureaucratic unrealism and inertia 
and in particular lack of genuine commitment and 
concern for the welfare of Zambian academics. 


“The tragedy lies in the trick of the ostrich, I dare say, 
both the administration here and politicians have for a 
long time played by avoiding to confront the problem 
when it is abundantly clear and identified,” he said. 


He told the gathering that it was mind boggling that the 
government appeared to have neither the will nor deter- 
mination to remedy the situation. 


This could be attributed to the fact that the Government 
had not been seriously informed about the implications 
of the brain-drain by the administration or the State 
thought the trend would end. 


Cde Banda who is a senior administrator explained that 
the problems of staff exodus had a lot to do with the poor 
conditions of service under which the senior staff served. 


There was need therefore for robust and political inter- 
vention to abate the exodus as he foresaw a grave 
situation within the coming .ew months. 
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“It is paradoxically embarrassing that while incentives 
although inadequate, to retain expatriate staff were 
there, Zambians, some of whom are better qualified than 
expatriates, were denied such incentives. 


“Some of the so-called expatriate staff are extinct volca- 
noes while a lot more have never been volcanoes in the 
first place,” Cde Banda said. 


* Japanese Grant for Road Maintenance Equipment 
34000305C Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
23 Dec 89 p7 


[Text] Japan yesterday granted Zambia $6.9 million for 
the purchase of road maintenance equipment. 


Notes for the grant were signed and exchanged between 
the Japanese ambassador, Mr Toshio Saiki and Foreign 
Minister Cde Luke Mwananshiku, at a brief ceremony 
held at the ministry. 


This is the third time Japan has offered Zambia this kind 
of assistance and the machines and equipment provided 
under the grant would be used for the repair and main- 
tenance of rural feeder roads which were seriously dam- 
aged by heavy rains early this year. 


Cde Mwananshiku said after the signing ceremony that 
Zambia was grateful for the Japanese aid towards the 
rural road maintenance project because only good roads 
would facilitate successful crop marketing. 


He told the envoy that Zambia had continued to lose 
large quantities of agricultural produce because trans- 
porters were unable to reach outlying areas because of 
bad roads. 


In response, Mr Saiki said the grant would contribute to 
the promotion of agriculture which is one of the pillars of 
Zambia's economy. 


Mr Saiki also said his government had devided to 
increase the amount of aid which had been planned 
before in response to the appeal by the Zambian Gov- 
ernment for emergency relief following the flood 
disaster. 


He said he hoped that the damaged rural roads would be 
repaired as early as possible through quick and smooth 
implementation of the project and that Zambia's 
economy would be re-activated through the improve- 
ment of the transport situation in the country. 


Meanwhile, Cde Mwananshiku has requested the Japa- 
nese government to consider assisting Zambia in con- 
structing more crop storage facilities, especially in rural 
areas where agricultural production has been on the 
upswing in recent years. 


The minister told the Japanese ambassador that Zambia 
hed already asked the Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO) to carry out a study of Zambia’s storage 
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needs and would present a report to him for consider- 
ation when it was prepared. 


Mr Saiki said in response to the request that his govern- 
ment would look into the matter when a formal request 
was made through the National Commission for Devel- 
opment Planning (NCDP).—ZANA 


* Reaction to High Inflation, Measures Urged 


* Kwacha Drop Hits Workers 
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[Text] The Kwacha exchange rate is expected to fall to a 
record low level of K32 to a dollar by March and workers 
should brace for harder times. 


Civil Servants Union of Zambia (CSUZ) general secre- 
tary Cde Alec Chirwa said in Kitwe yesterday he had 
information that the Government wanted to standardise 
the rate by March. 


Cde Chirwa accused the Government of failing to pro- 
tect the workers, the poor and consumers from greedy 
traders. 


Digressing from his written speech when he officially 
opened a seminar for study-circle leaders drawn from 
four public unions at Kitwe’s Mindolo Ecumenical 
Foundation, Cde Chirwa said. 


“The Kwacha is being devalued every week and I have 
information that by March this year the exchange rate 
will be K32 to a dollar which means workers’ salaries will 
be reduced to nothing. Workers should brace for harder 
times.” 


He said the Government had in fact turned to auction 
days because the Kwacha was being devaiued each week 
following the first Jevaluation announced on June 30 
last year and the price decontrol measures announced by 
the Government. 


“It is correct to decontrol but the whole concept has been 
misunderstood in Zambia. We now have a sellers market 
while buyers have no voice. This is wrong because all! 
governments in the world have an obligation to protect 
consumers. This is not happening in Zambia,” Cde 
Chirwa said. 


The study-circle seminar is being attended by partici- 
panis drawn from the Zambia United Local Authorities 
Workers Union (ZULAWU), CSUZ National Union of 
Public Service Workers and the Zambia Electricity and 
Allied Workers Union. 


Cde Chirwa said while the Government was busy 
importing cars for the overgrown Office of the President 
(Special Division) workers’ salaries and wages continued 
to fall to deplorable levels. 
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“Whatever has been agreed upon between the Govern- 
ment and the four public service unions is now outdated 
hecause of unstable commodity prices,” he said. 


Turning to his speech, he further castigated employers 
for allegedly becoming the “real” exploiters of worker: . 


Cde Chirwa said even in the United States, Japan and 
Britain, there were measures of price controls in whole- 
sale and retail outlets. These could not be fixed 
“anyhow,” he said. 


He urged the participants from Luapula and Southern 
provinczs to take their lessons seriously and share what- 
ever knowledge they would gain with their colleagues left 
behind at the stations. 


Earlier the study-circle project administrator Cde Eva 
Kolala said the programme was producing fruitful results 
in that cases of indiscipline in the public service had 
reduced considerably. 


* Kaunda /.cknowledges Impact 
34000306 Lusaka T1.ES OF ZAMBIA in English 
3 Jan W pil 


[Text] President Kaunda has disclosed that the Party and 
its Government will effect a series of measures to beat 
inflation and stop the rocketing prices during 1990. 


In his first Press interview on New Year's Day at Kasaba 
Bay where he is on holiday, Dr Kaunda said the past 12 
months had been very difficult for Zambians many of 
whom could not afford the high prices of goods in shops 
and markets. 


Prices have been too high for some of our people, but it 
should also be noted that the queues have been reduced 
substantially,“ President Kaunda told a ZNBC televi- 
sion crew on the lake front of Lake Tanganyika. 


He urged Zambians to have confidence in themselves 
and in their leaders to solve pressing problems. 


The area in which the nation had managed to overcome 
many o’)stacles was in food production especially in 
maize, the staple food which had not only been enough 
to stop imports but to provide a surplus for export. 


He reiterated that problems of maize haulage were 
expected to be reduced in the next season by revamping 
transportation and storage facilities. 


Vehicles were expected from Japan before the beginning 
of the next marketing season. 


Problems in this area were not necessarily because of 
lack of foresight among the concerned agencies and 
ministries. “When you have no finances, you cannot 
plan properly and effectively,” he said. 


On the international scene, President Kaunda regretted 
the execution of former Romanian strongman Nicolae 
Ceausescu following that country’s revolution. 
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President Kaunda said the former president should have 
been tried f iirly. “What they did is not right,” he said, 
adding that it was good news to hear the new leader had 
stopped the death penalty. 


He gave South African leader Mr Frederick de Klerk up 
to 18 months to dismantle apartheid or expect a violent 
change in his country. 


Mr de Klerk should show to the people of South Africa 
that he is serious about disr antling racial policies or face 
unending violence. 


“We are worried not because such violence will affect us 
but because of principles. Events in Europe have shown 
that guns are not the answer to problems.” 


The President said the Frontline heads of state summit 
due to have been held in Luanda on December 27 last 
year had been postponed to January 10. 


Meanwhile, Soviet youths are confident recent 
upheavals in Eastern Europe will benefit people. 


In a joint communique at the end of a week-long visit by 
a two-man Soviet delegation from the Young Commu- 
nist League (Komsomol), the youths of the two countries 
particularly the UNIP [United National Independence 
Party] Youth League expressed “keen interest” in devel- 
opment. 


Executive secretary for the Youth League Cde Kennedy 
Shepande and Soviet central committee member Victor 
Efremov released the communique at Lusaka’s Pamodzi 
hotel at the weekend. 


Cde Efremoz is accompanied by Cde Alexandre 
Pogorelov, an official of the international department of 
the central committee of the Soviet Communist League. 


The UNIP Youth League commended Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev for initiating sweeping changes in 
his own country which is bound to affect the rest of the 
world. 


The two leagues called for stronger economic ties 
between Zambia and the Soviet Union.—TIMES 
Reporter/ZANA. 


* Price Controls Necessary 
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[Editorial] 


[Text] The major problems for this decade in Zambia is 
the high cost of living. What should the Party and its 
Government do to solve the economic agony of not only 
the poor but also of those who were a few months ago 
thought to be meeting the hard bargains on the market? 


There seems to be no answer. Life is just hell. But what 
a hell! The prices of every commodity is beyond the rich 
of everybody. Who is supposed to buy these items? Many 
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Zambians will not do so unless they are involved in 
illegal activities like bribery, smuggling or corruption in 
general. 

But~heries and markets 0 longer attract any smile from 
the housewife. They could seldom cheer ur the owners 
but the few customers visiting them also turn them into 
a miserable lot. 


Various cuts of beef, chickens and fish are costing a 
fortune to the extent that these foods are now out of the 
question for most families. The prospect of malnutrition 
haunts every caring patient as the diet has so narrowed 
for many people that eating well is a preserve of a few 
who have. 


Misery is actually greeting the whole population, except 
for the fortunate ones who made hay while the sun was 
shining. But you might now be in a position to have the 
services of a computer to know that the day could be 
bright when you need it. 


So what must be done to help solve this complicated 
situation? The answer must be that the Kwacha should 
be restored to most of (if not all) its former strength. 


Some economists might laugh at this suggestion because 
the battle for injecting new life into the Kwacha is 
difficult to achieve. But they should be quick to 
remember that the struggle for independence was not an 
easy one. The people had to be encouraged to be coura- 


geous. 


For what the nation should understand today is that it is 
failing to eat even what it produces. People are not able 
to buy tomatoes, etc.: Kapenta from Lake Kariba is 
expensive as that imported from Sweden, if they have 
any kapenta there. 


There is therefore need to re-examine some of our 
decisions. The decontrol system is good for countries 
with a high capacity of production. Has Zambia reached 
this stage? 

If it has not reached a stage where supply does noi reach 
demand, then we should think of re-introducing price 
controls on some commodities especially those produced 
locally. 

Imported theories like imported goods and services will 
not help solve our current serious problems. They will 
only help us on a short-term basis, but certainly not a 
long-term one. 


* Currency, Inflation Examined 
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[Commentary by Edwin Musaika] 


[Text] Happy New Year? Now, wait a minute. The 
annual ritual of price increases is with us again and the 
hike in air and passenger service vehicle fares heralds 
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more than a galkyping inflation during the year 1990 
unless the Government quickly introduces measures to 
contain the situation. 

Last month the Government increased taxi, minibus and 
bus registration fees from K. 180 to K240 a year, similarly 
Ndola Urban district council hiked car licence fees by 
300 percent from K25. 


The Unted Bus Company of Zambia (UBZ) increased 
iocal and long distance fares by 50 percent. Travellers 
will now cough up K 123 from Lusaka to Kitwe instead of 
K82, Lusaka/Mansa K216 (from K144), Chipata K183 
(from K122) and Mongu K177 (from K118). 


On local routes, UBZ will charge K9 from city centre in 
Lusaka to Chilenje, Kaunda Square and Cheliton from 
the previous fare of K6 and to Matero K4.50 from K3. 


Not to be outdone, the United Transport and Taxis 
Association (UTTA) increased taxi and minibus fares by 
40 percent so that people travelling from Chifubu town- 
ship to Ndola town centre wiii pay K7 from KS. 


For a worker living in Chelston to commute daily by bus 
to and from the town centre he needs K 90 for a five-day 
working week or K360 a month while his counterpart in 
Chifubu requires K280 cash—and this has to come from 


his pay. 


It is common knowledge that the net pay of most workers 
is too meager to allow such a huge figure to be spent on 
transport to and from work or he or she would have to 
starve to avoid walking. 


Conversely, workers would most likely push their unions 
to negotiate for wage increases to cushion the rising cost 
of living and if employers budge they, too, will seek 
redress from consumers of their products by increasing 
prices of the goods and services. 


And so the price spiral continues. Companies are 
expected to adjust their prices in line with the increase in 
the cost of production of their goods and services accen- 
tuated by related industries and suppliers. 


Yet the Government, through the economic measures 
announced by President Kaunda last June 30 and 
emphasised by Finance and Planning Minister Gibson 
Chigaga in his Buuget address to Parliament on 
November | 6, appears t> be effectively wielding a device 
to control inflation. 


But given the trend of fares and price increases in 
consumer goods and services hardly a few days in the 
New Year, it would appear too that the Government's 
stringent monetary policy might soon get out of hand. 


The currency was changed to control the mount of 
money in circulation, credit limits were effected, prices 
were decontrolled and free collective bargaining given a 
blank cheque. But soon after the measures were put in 
place inflation shot up by 100 percent, thus reducing the 
consumer's buying power by far. 
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The rate of inflation would not seem to yield to contiol 
measures currently in force, more so that this year’s 
Budget envisages to broaden the tax base to beef up 
Government coffers. 


The siphoning of excess Kwacha from circulation failed 
to reduce inflation for the simple reason that prices of 
goods would not stabilise. With more price increases 
coming, the government might soon be forced to 
increase the money in circulation to strike an equilib- 
rium in the economy. 


The continued depreciation of the Kwacha is yet another 
source of contention. From the ceiling of K8 to ~ 1e US 
dollar to which it was pegged on June 30, the Bank of 
Zambia has used its ma*date to review the exchange rate 
time and again to the extent that the dollar is now worth 
K23.60. 


The rate at which the Kwacha is falling is frighteningly 
high. The more the Kwacha falls, the more imports 
become dear in Kwacha terms. Given that Zambia's 
economy is import-oriented, prospects in terms of 
domestic prices of goods are not palatable. 


The positive effects of a weak Kwacha—to make exports 

cheaper and thus encourage this form of trade—has so 

far made little impact on the country’s economy and 

—_ ought to be found and remedial measures 
ected. 


The causes of the high cost of living are well known— 
these, in a nutshell, inclu le removal of subsidies, decon- 
trol of prices, low wages, higii taxes and devaluation of 
the Kwacha. 


The austerity measures the Government has so far 
effected, helped many companies to make profits. 


Perhaps, to reverse the trend in which most profit- 
making companies utilise the profit income for cosmetic 
purposes, the Government should introduce some form 
of incentives for those firms that engage in ventures with 


a positive impact on the economic growth. 


This would call for some form of monitoring to see how 
companies spend their excess income. Those engaged in 
expansion projects or, indeed diversification pro- 
grammes from their traditional line of business would be 
encouraged to create more jobs through a deliberate tax 
rebate on amounts used for such projects. 


Similarly, companies whose wage bills shoot up for 
compensating their employees to cushion leaps in con- 
sumer price index by paying cost of living increments, 
would also remain afloat given a tax rebate commensu- 
rate with the extra financial burden such companies 
might bear. 


This could be worked out from the understanding that 
the companies involved would be helping the country 
through the creation of jobs under difficult economic 
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circumstances or for assuming Government responsi- 
bility to “subsidise” the workers through payment of 
cost of living allowances. 


Al present, however, most companies loath tc pay cost of 
living increments for fear of depleting their earning 
power in that they have to contend with high company 
taxes besides meeting their normal obligations to the 
work-force. 


The Government has the alternative for controlling 
inflation. This is the “freezes” technique, effected for 
limited periods punctuated by reviews. 


Under such a system, the Government would, for 
instance, peg the exchange rate at, say, K30 to a dollar, 
shed some jobs in the public sector, offer a general wage 
and salary increment at 9) percent of the inflation rate, 
increase prices of selected consumer goods by say 25 
percent and freeze them together with taxes and profits. 


This would be reviewed after a period of eight to ten 
months bearing in mind to check the level at which 
inflation would have .allen, and then another pro- 
gramme would be effected. 


Tackling inflation calls for sacrifice from all parties, the 
Government, employers and the labour movement. 


None of these three bodies should effect measures 
without consulting the others because every move taken 
is meant to remedy a situation that affects everybody. It 
is in this light that the announcement by President 
Kaunda during his working holiday at Kasaba Bay 
recently that he would announce measures to tackle 
inflation in Zambia should be viewed. 


Measures may be taken but without the support of 
employers and employees little would be achieved. It 
goes without saying that under the current harsh eco- 
nomic conditions, measures meant offer relief to the 
toiling masses ought to have their blessings. 


* Cooking Oil Price Increase Criticized 


34000307A Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
10 Jan 90 p 7 


[Excerpts] Ndola Urban district council senior governor 
Cde Jonathan Sing’ombe yesterday expressed concern at 
the sky-rocketing prices of cooking oil announced on 
Monday by Premium Oil. 


Addressing a public meeting at Ndola’s New Kaloko 
township Cde Sing’ombe castigated manufacturers of 
essential commodities for increasing prices almost 
everyday without taking the masses into consideration. 


“Every morning one wakes up to find prices have been 
hiked, even if it’s decontrol, this is too much, are we 
going to go back to the Government and ask it to look 
into these affairs?” 
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Cde Sing’ombe said manufacturers should also consider 
repercussions the increase in prices would have on the 
masses because people could no longer adjust to abrupt 
changes. [passage omitted] 


And Indeco Milling general manager Cde Joe Kaunda 
announced new measures taken by his firm in which only 
genuine businessmen would be allowed to buy essential 
commodities. 


Cde Kaunda made the announcement when Cde Sing’- 
ombe toured the firm following Press reports that Ndcla 
had been hit by a shortage of mealie meal. 


“We have very funny traders in Ndola who buy salt and 
do not own premises but re-sale the product in town- 
ships. You wil! find a person buys salt but has no 
transport hence salt will end up in townships and other 
places are without the product because of transport 


Cde Kaunda said there were cases when some ‘fake’ 
traders went to Indeco using licenses belonging to other 
persons and when denied the product would start 
demanding that they be served because “they are Party 


Cde Sing’orive urged management at Indeco Milling to 
report such people to the Government. “People should 
not obtain essentials using the name of the Party.” 


District youth chairman, ("de Faston Mumba also said 
UNIP [United National independence Party] had 
banned the issuing of introductory letters to enable 
people [to] buy essentials because they were being 
abused. 


Meanwhile, Cde Sing’ombe appealed to Ndola residents 
not to panic over mealie meal as there was “no shortage 
at all.” 


Millers had assured him the situation was under control 
because production lines at both Indeco Milling and 
Chimanga Changa were still operational. 


He said millers attributed the slump in the availa’yility of 
the product to the festive period of Christmas and New 
Year when buyers obtained mealie meal in bulk. 


* Unexplained Mealie Meal Shortage in Ndola 
34000307B Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
9 Jan 9 pl 


[Text] Ndola has been hit by an acute shortage of mealie 
meal and many prospective buyers yesterday kept vigil at 
both State and private shops. 


A snap survey conducted revealed that all shops in the 
town-centre had run out of the commodity forcing resi- 
dents to trek to far off townships like Kabushi where one 
shop had mealie meal but was not accepting coupons. 
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At Malailz shop in Pamodz! township there was “war” 
as only the fittest and toughest struggled to buy the 
commodity. 


Some went as far as Luanshya where ZCBC [expansion 
unknown] and NIEC [National Import and Export Cor- 
poration] Stores were stocking the commodity. 


It was not immediately known what had caused the 
shortage as traders maintained they had not received any 
consignments. 


Chimaga Changa general inanager Mr James Clack said 
there lias been full production of mealie meal from the 


Christmas period and the company was producing 220 
metric tonnes every 24 hours. 


He said the production line had not been affected and 
the company was supplying mealie meal to traders but 
could not account for the shortage of the product which 
has hit the town for a week. 


“Bear in mind that Chimanga Changa cannot supply 
mealie meal to the whole Copperbelt. It could be that 
those not resident in Ndola have been flocking here to 
buy the commodity,” he said. 


“My mealie mes! is being distributed to State shops as 
well as private ones and I am surprised to hear there is a 


shortage.” 


Last month, Lusaka and Kitwe were among the hard-hit 
cities in mealie meal shortages. 


Zimbabwe 


* Economy Slowed to 3.5-Percent Growth in 1989 


34000117A Harare THE HERALD-BUSINESS 
HERALD in English 18 Jan 90 p 3 


[Text] After economic growth of 5.3 percent in 1988, the 
Zimbabwean economy slowed during 1989 with growth 
estimated at 3.5 percent, reports the University of Zim- 
babwe’s latest business opinion survey. 


“Strong tobacco sector growth offset reduced output of 
sotton and lower beef earnings, and while the value of 
farm output rose more than 10 percent, in real terms 
the agricultural sector was flat. Mining growth slowed 
in the latter half of the year as nickel and ferrochrome 
prices eased and the t:ansport and energy constraints 
eased. 


“Manufacturing expanded rapidly early in the year but the 
growth rate slowed from 8.3 percent in the first quarter of 
1989 to 7.9 percent in the first half and 7.1 percent in the 
seven months to July. We expect annual industrial growth 
of no more than 5 percent, and even this may be on the 
high side given the sharpness of the supply-side induced 
slowdown towards the end of the ycar, caused by transport, 
foreign exchange and energy constraints. 
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“The sharp decline in business confidence is partly the 
result of these supply-side constraints on production but 
also reflects deepening business disillusionment with 
economic management. The renewed optimism sur- 
rounding the publication of the new investment guide- 
lines and the London investment conference in May was 
quickly dissipated when price controls were left in place 
and the 1989 Budget failed to get to grips with the 
problem of high taxation, blunted incentives and exces- 
sive public spending. 


‘*Since then, the authorities have continued to promise 
gradual reform but performance falls well short of public 
pronouncements. The economic reform programme is 
stalled and likely to remain so until after the i990 
elections, which may not be held until the second half of 
the year, suggesting that meaningful economic reforms 
will only be introduced in 1991 at the earliest, while a 
major reduction in the Budget deficit is unlikely until 
July 1991.” 


However, other sources this week rejected the survey’s 
pessimism, predicting that the elections could well be 
held before the 10th anniversary of independence and 
that the economic reform programme could be in place 
by mid-year. 


* Power Line to Botswana Under Construction 


34000117B Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE-BUSINFSS 
CHRONICLE in English 28 Dec 89 p 5 


[Article by Jonathan Maphenduka] 


[Text] One of the biggest developments to be sponsored 
by SADCC [Southern African Development Coordina- 
tion Conference] and financed by its international co- 
operating partners is taking shape to link Zimbabwe and 
Botswana in a 350 km power line project. 


The Botswana-Zimbabwe interconnector project is to 
erect a 350 km transmission line from Bulawayo to 
Palapye via Francistown. 


The 220 KV 120 megawatts transmission line is being 
financed by the Canadian International Development 
Agency and the Finnish International Development 
Agency. 


Th C$40 million (Z$79 million) project was awarded to 
a Canadian contractor, Balfour Beatty Canada Inc with 
Shawinigian Lavalin Inc of Montreal, Canada, as con- 
sulting engineers. 


The power line will involve the construction of a number 
of sub-stations and Asea Brown Boveri Zimbabwe Ltd 
have been sub-contracted for the work. 


Mr John Williams, the project manager, said a number 
of other Zimbabwean and Botswana organisations have 
been sub-contracted by the main contractors— 
particularly for civil works and erection. 
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‘All project materials and equipment are from Canada, 
Finland and the SADCC countries,” said Mr Williams. 


Zimbabwe supplied the contractors with tower steel, 
shieldwire, guy wires, cables and direct current equip- 
ment. 


Bulawayo fabrication and structural engineers Zeco Ltd 
is supplying tower steel for the project and a supplies 
depot has been set up near Figtree. 


The erection of the transmission line has been underway 
in Botswana during the past year and has been extended 
to the Morupule sub-station with the work now 
approaching Francistown and due to be completed in 
January, with the Francistown-Bulawayo portion sched- 
uled for completion in May. 


“The contractors are very close to schedule,” said Mr 
Williams. 


At the CZI [Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries] 
congress in July, the SADCC executive secretary, Cde 
Simba Makoni complained that there were US$3 billion 
worth of projects which could be taken up by contractors 
in the region. 


It is Cde Makoni’s contention that contractors i the 
region are not showing much enthusiasm—probabl:' due 
to ignorance—to tender for projects in the $/.DCC 
region which are well-funded by the international com- 
munity. 


* ‘Border Jumpers’ From Country Increasing 


34000117C Bulawayo THE SUNDAY NEWS 
in English 7 Jan 90 pp 1, 11 


[Article by Wilfred Mutemajiri: “‘Border Jumpers 
Increase”’} 


[Text] Border jumping along the Limpopo River is on 
the increase despite continued repatriation by South 
African and Botswana authorities and deterrent sen- 
tences and fines by Zimbabwean courts, a resident 
provincial magistrate in Beitbridge said last week. 


A similar situation was reported in Plumtree where 
Patrol Officer Ts'«2i1 Mlambo of the Zimbabwe Republic 
Police said during Nc vember and December last year 
more than 500 people were processed for repatriation. 


In Beitbridge, the resident provincial magistrate Mr 
Johnson Mkandla said an average of 200 border jumpers 
were processed each month by police and immigration 
authorities and the courts. 


“The border jumpers include both sexes above the age of 
13,” he said. 


Mr Mkandla said after border jumpers were handed over 
by either South African or Botswana authorities, they 
were detained at Beitbridge for at least 30 days, waiting 
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to be transferred to Bulawayo for screening by the 
Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO). 


After the screening they are taken to court where, in most 
cases, fines of $50 or $100 or 30 days or more in prison 


are imposed. 


Mr Mkandla said recently there had been an increase of 
youtiis from Chiredzi, Chipinge, Beitbridge and other 
districts along the Limpopo River illegally crossing the 
border. 


“Many are misled into believing that they can get jobs 
without work permits or other documents,” he said. 


He said people along the Limpopo River encouraged 
their youths to go and seek work in South Africa because 
of unemployment. 


“These people disregard the electric fence that runs 
along the Limpopo River on the South African side of 
the border,” he said. 


In Plumtree, Cde Mlambo said the screening had 
exposed many criminals on the run from Zimbabwean 
law. 


Cde Mlambo said the battle against border jumpers 
around Plumtree was a protracted one because they were 
helped by families along the border. 
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He said it was unfortunate that the border jumpers 
worked in tobacco and cotton farms once in South 
Africa, jobs which they would never do in Zimbabwe. 


“Some of these border jumpers have been arrested many 
times but seem not to care,” he said. 


Police, immigration and Customs officials described the 
illegal border crossing as “serious and escalating.” 


* Anglo-American Project Produces First Gold 


34000117D Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 12 Jan 90 p 1 


[Text] The first gold mining operation to be established 
by Anglo American Corporation in Zimbabwe since 
independence has poured its first gold. 


Project manager Mr Wally Channon told the GAZETTE 
yesterday that the first extraction yielded 0.75 kg, and 
that he was confident the target of 14 kg a month would 
be achieved in early 1990, most probably by February. 


The project, Isabella Mine, is an opencast operation 
located about 100 km north of Bulawayo. It is a run of 
mineheap leach process with a designed throughput of 
10,000 tonnes per month. 


The project will cost Anglo just under $3m, with 
$760,000 being forex content. 
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Ghana 


* GDR Joint Commission Discusses Trade 


34000118B Accra PEOPLE’S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 6 Dec 89 p 1 


[Article by Janet Quartey: “Ghana~GDR Commission 
Holds Eighth Session”’] 


[Text] The eighth session of the Ghana-German Demo- 
cratic Republic (GDR) joint commission opened in 
Accra yesterday with a call on the commission to create 
the avenue for the chambers of commerce of the two 
countries to participate fully in their bilateral trade. 


To facilitate this, Dr E.G.A. Don-Arthur, Secretary for 
the State Commission for Economic Cooperation 
(SCEC), who performed the opening ceremony, charged 
the commission with the task to ensure the full activa- 
tion of the dormant trade agreement of 1974. 


This, he said, would secure the total participation of both 
the private and public sectors in the implementation of 
their trade protocol agreements and other activities of 
the commission. 


The session is tasked, among other things, to critically 
examine and evaluate the current situations and recom- 
mend measures that will further promote and fulfil the 
programmes of co-operation of 1990/1992 and under- 
standing between the two countries, growth and pros- 
perity of their economies to the mutual benefit of their 


people. 


Dr Don-Arthur said the issue of transferring technology 
and technical knowhow holds a key position to the 
development of the economy and therefore charged the 
commission to design the framework for effective 
transfer of technology. 


Fie noted with concern the inappropriate transfer of 
technology from the developed countries, resulting in the 
automatic adaptation of techniques that do not yield 
anticipated results. 


Dr Don-Arthur reminded them of the government's 
attempts at diversification of Ghanaian exports to 
reduce the over-dependence on cocoa and asked the 
commission to examine the export diversification policy 
of Ghana and deliberate on how best it could be 
achieved. 


He commended the healthy trade relation between the 
two countries which is now about 50 million dollars 
annually. 


GDR, he pointed out, is the major bilateral trading 
partner of Ghana. 


Mr Klaus Treptow, Director of the Ministry of External 
Economic Relations of GDR and leader of the GDR 
delegation, expressed their readiness to work in co- 
operation with the other side for their mutual benefit. 
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Mr Ato Burndam, Director of Foreign Trade of the 
SCEC, is leading the Ghanaian team. 


* DPRK Accord Establishes Joint Commission 


34000118D Accra PEOPLE’S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 23 Nov 89 p 8 


{Article by Barbara Quarcoo] 


[Text] Ghana and the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (DPRK) yesterday signed an agreement for the 
establishment of a joint commission for trade, economic, 
scientific and technical co-operation between them. 


Under the agreement, the commission shall find ways of 
strengthening and developing co-operation between the 
two countries in the said fields. 


It will also review and assess the implementation of the 
agreements to be concluded by the two countries. 


The commission will also ensure and promote capital 
investment and joint ventures between enterprises of the 
two countries. 


Accordingly, transfer of appropriate technology will be 
encouraged in the field of rural water systems, textile 
industries, health, medium and small-scale industries, 
fishing and exploitation of natural resources for their 
mutual benefit. 


Meetings will also be held at two yearly intervals in 
Accra and Pyongyang alternatively. 


Dr E.G. Don-Arthur, Secretary for the State Commis- 
sion for Economic Co-operation (SCEC) signed for 
Ghana whilst Mr Li Hae Sop, DPRK Ambassador to 
Ghana, signed for his country. 


In his address, Dr Don-Arthur called on the chambers of 
commerce of both countries to establish a bilateral 
chamber of commerce to get involved in active trade 
promotion to support development objectives. 


Dr Don-Arthur expressed the hope that the technology 
transfer component of the joint commission would help 
actualise and sustain the PNDC [Provisional National 
Defense Council]’s policy of improving the living stan- 
dards of majority of the population who are engaged in 
agriculture in the rural areas. 


* Cooperation Agreement Reached With Egypt 


34000118E Accra PEOPLE’S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 20 Nov 89 p 8 


[Text] Ghana and Egypt have reached a co-operation 
agreement on trade, communication, industries, health 
and culture. 


A permanent Joint Commission for Co-operation will 
soon be established between the two countries to give 
effect to the agreement. 
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The Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Dr Obed Asamoah, 
announced this on Saturday on arrival from Cairo after 
the inaugural session of the commission. 


Dr Asamoah also delivered a special message from 
Chairman Rawlings to the Egyptian leader, President 
Hosni Mubarak, current Chairman of the OAU [Organi- 
zation of African Unity]. 


The two countries also agresd to co-operate in aviation, 
transport, youth and sports as well as tourism. 


The Secretary noted that although there had been a lot of 
co-operation between Ghana and Egypt in various fields, 
there was no legal framework to formalise this co- 
operation. 


On trade, Dr Asamoah said the two countries expressed 
the need to encourage the private sector by developing a 
programme of facility visits between Ghanaian Entre- 
preneurs and their Egyptian counterparts. 


The Secretary said the commission agreed to review an 
existing-bilateral air services agreement, saying that 
Egypt would provide facilities for the training of Gha- 
naian personnel. 


He said Ghana was assured of the continued assistance 
from the Egyptian Technical Co-operation Fund for 
Africa, adding that Egypt was considering her technical 
experts help Ghana develop her cotton industry. 


Dr Asamoah said Egypt has offered to send five special- 
ists in the field of surgery, psychiatry, gynaecology, 
obstetrics and pediatrics to Ghana and help in the 
training of Ghanaian nurses. 


Ghana and Egypt are expected to establish their commu- 
nication links and develop co-operation in radio and 
television, the Secretary added. 


Dr Asamoah described the session as one of the most 
purposeful and fruitful, saying “the scope of co- 
operation is limitless.” 


Dr Asamoah said he had very fruitful and lively discus- 
sion with the Egyptian President. 


Ghana and Egypt, he said, expressed the need for greater 
economic co- operation among the Third World coun- 
tries particularly among Afro-Arab nations. 


The next session of the commission is expected to be 
held in Ghana in 1991.—GNA. 


* Gold Output Shows Substantial Increase 


340001'3A Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 27 Nov 89 p 1 


[Text] Ghana’s gold output has shown a substantial 
increase from 300,000 to one million ounces within the 
past three years, following the government’s programme 
of rehabilitation and restructuring of the mining sector. 
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The country has also realised two billion cedis from 
small-scale private mining since the government intro- 
duced measures to regularise small-scale mining. 


Mr Kwame Peprah, Secretary for Lands and Natural 
Resources who disclosed this at the Mines Safety Day on 
Saturday, said the mining sector is capable of offsetting 
the fall in the country’s foreign exchange earning 
resulting from constant fall in the world market price of 
cocoa. 


He, however, said measures are needed to guarantee the 
country’s foreign exchange earning capacity substan- 
tially in the long term in view of the uncertain world 
market trends for primary products from developing 
countries. 


Mr Fred Ohene-Kena, Eastern Regional Secretary, said 
the government would continue to encourage private 
investment in the prospecting and exploitation of the 
country’s mineral resources. 


In a speech read on his behalf, Mr Ohene-Kena said the 
mining sector institutions would be strengthened 
towards investment promotion and mines control, back- 
up services and effective organisation of small-scale 
mining. 


Mr Sam Jonah, president of the Ghana Chamber of 
Mines, commended the government for adopting mea- 
sures to revive the mines and to attract investment. 


Mr Jonah said the chamber would continue to protect 
the mineral resources of the country and ensure strict 
observance of safety regulations which are necessary to 
protect life and the environment. 


The Ghana consolidated Diamond Mines Limited of 
Akwatia emerged as the best in the first aid competition 
and for being the accident-free mine for the year. 


Other participating mines were the Tarkwa Goldfields, 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, Ghana National Man- 
ganese Corporation, Dunkwa Goldfields and the Prestea 
Goldfields. 


The rest are Ghana Bauxite Corporation and the South 
Cross Mines Limited—GNA. 


* Fuel Jetty Being Built on Lake Volta 


34000118C Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 24 Nov 89 p 8 


[Article by Faustina Ashirifie, Akosombo] 


[Text] Construction work on a fuel jetty for the loading 
and transportation of petroleum products from the south 
to the north by the Volta Lake Transport Company 
(VLTC) has started. 


The facility forms part of the second phase of the Volta 
Lake Transport System (VLTS), and is expected to be 
completed by the end of next year. 
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Mr Kwaku Duah, Managing Director of the Company 
told the GRAPHIC, after he had conducted Mr Helmut 
Schaefer, the visiting West German Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs round the port, that preparations are far 
advanced for the construction of fuel-tank “farms” at 
Akosombo and Buipe for petrol, kerosene and diesel. 


That phase of the project is being handled by the Ghana 
Oil Company (GOIL), he said. 


Using its old fuc. depot facilities, Mr Duah said by the 
end of September, the company had transported 6,800 
metric tonnes of diesel and expects to transport a total of 
10,000 by the end of the year. 


He projected that the annual transport of diesel, petrol 
and kerosene will increase to about 40,000 metric tonnes 
when the tank farms are completed. 


The VLTS, which was initially improved and expanded 
at the cost of 92 million Deutsche Marks from the West 
German Government and C300 million from the Ghana 
Government, has been providing cheap water transport 
for both wet and dry cargo as well as people from the 
south to the north and vice-versa. 


The system is made up of two ports at Akosombo and 
Buipe, floating units, workshop faciiities, access road, 
radio communication system and navigational aids. 


Mr Duah hinted that last year, the company transported 
42,000 metric tonnes of dry cargo, 4,000 metric tonnes 
of wet cargo and 500,000 passengers at the ferry stations. 


This year, he said the company expects to transport 
48,000 metric tonnes of dry cargo, 10,000 metric tonnes 
of wet cargo and about 600,000 passengers and 
expressed the hope that many more Ghanaians would 
take advantage of the cheap transport system. 


Mr Duah said the VLTC has also entered into an 
agreement with the Produce Buying Company (PBC) of 
the Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD), for the former to 
transport from Buipe to the Tema Harbour sheanuts for 
shipment. 


The programme of extension of technical assistance 
from the FRG to the VLTC and the training of its staff 
as envisaged under the second phase of the project, also 
begins in January, next year, he added. 


Mr Schaefer and his entourage were also briefed on the 
future prospects of the VLTS by Mr Duah and Mr Louis 
Casely Hayford, Chief Executive of the Volta River 
Authority (VRA), who also conducted them round the 
Akosombo Hydro-electric power station. 
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* Diouf’s ‘Extravagance’ in Time of Austerity 
34190060C Dakar SOPI in French 


5 Jan 90 p 1 


{Editorial by Ousmane Ngom: “The Limits of Inde- 
cency”] 


[Text] It has been known that the Diouf regime had 
reached the limits of incompetency but in the last few 
days it has been found out that it is also close to the 
limits of indecency. 


How can one, at a time when all the sirens of austerity 
have been breaking our eardrums about the need to scale 
down our style of living and reduce state expenditures, at 
a time when decisions affecting all sectors of the admin- 
istration have been taken (abolition of 36 general direc- 
torates, 15 ministries, and nine assembly positions soon, 
a cut of at least 15,000 civil servants), how can one, I 
repeat, indulge in waste by buying a car valued at 400 
million CFA [African Financial Community] francs? 
Should not Diouf have been the first to set the example 
in reducing the state’s style of living. His airplane alone 
that cost 3 billion at the time costs the state budget more 
than 500 million francs a year for operating and main- 
tenance costs, without taking into account all the useless 
trips and receptions. 


But has Diouf even been capable of setting the example? 
Had he not, at the time when he established, with a lot of 
fanfare, the Court for the Suppression of Illicit Enrich- 
ment, claimed to have sold his villa located opposite the 
Le Dantec Hospital, while it is still in his name today, 
while the BCEAO [Central Bank of West African States] 
that has rented it to one of its deputy directors pays a 
rent of 900,000 francs directly to him? 


Finally, all the scandals, that in the past few days have 
tarnished his daughter and cousin and perhaps his wife 
tomorrow, are only the epiphenomena of Diouf’s logic 
for which the people must endure all the sacrifices at a 
time when the president’s family is maintaining its royal 
style of living. 


Diouf is not even troubled by form. Bongo, at least, had 
officially reduced his salary by half when he wanted to 
have the Gabonese people accept the rigors of adjust- 
ment. As for Diouf, he is maintaining his privileges 
intact and calls on the people to tighten their belts and 
remain in the doldrums so that his structural adjustment 
policy might succeed. 


It’s not right, it’s even immoral. 


